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. Reagan warns Iran 

SAHTA BARBARA (R) — ] 


.RmnHi t-T. ■ — o-— KHi-awrtatent stales in the Golf could 
“*££ address, made white on 



«?■■■* » **** agenda 

neighbours. We have to show that efforts of intunidatkm like Iranian 
Rragan said Amencans had always been wiffing to defend 

tfcenselva ^^e^shooWnotbeiniSenforala^nS™ 

Co ! mnitmcilts we've made to our 
%***£ Hesaid the United States 

fevoured_ tire peaceful resolution of conflicts and would continue 
^onanc efforts m the United Nations and elsewhere to defuse tensions 
and sed a peaceful settlement of the seven-year-old Iran-Iraq war^ 



Gas leaks during Soviet nuclear test 

MOSCOW (AP) — The Soviet Union revealed Saturday that gas 
inadvertently leaked during an underground nuclear test this month but 
said there was no radioactive fail oat. The announcement followed a 
report from Norwegian officials four days ago Of a small increase in the 
level of radioactive iodine in the air of Norway, Sweden and Denmark. 
Officials from Norway’s National Radiation Control Authority said the 
increase may have resulted from a Soviet nuclear test, but was in such 
small quantities that it did not present a health hazard. The Soviet News 
Agency, TASS, in a vaguely worded announcement, said an inquiry into 
the gas leak was launched because of “incoming requests" ana "claims 


ited by the Western mass media, with the Americans being 
especially zealous in the effort." It said the leak occurred during a nuclear 
test for military purposes on Aug. 2 on Novaya Zemlya Island about 1,930 
kilometres north east of Moscow. “Competent organisations of the USSR 
conducted an extra and complete check that showed that after the 
explosion, there took place the leak of an insignificant amount of gaseous 
products that did not lead to the formation of radioactr 
said. 


radioactive fallout," TASS 
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Cabinet discusses 
encouraging 
* investments 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
oa Saturday discussed several 
issues related to a special panel 
set up for encouraging invest- 
; meats. Tire topics included set- 
v industrial ventures as 
darging some existing 

The Cabinet, during 

the orffinary session oo Saturday 
chaired by Prime Minister Zaid 
Rjfai, al«> discussed topics re- 
lated to granting facilities and 
incentives for several industries in 
the Kingdom. 

Arab ministers to 
discuss Gulf situation 

TUNIS, Tunisia (AP) — Arab 
League foreign ministers will 
meet in special session on Ang. 
23 in Tunis to discuss the situa- 
tion in the Gulf area, league 
sources said Saturday. Tunisia 
caOed for the meeting last week, 
saying it was necessary to ex- 
amine “the latest 
in the Iran-Iraq war, notably the 
danger of a widening of the con- 
flict to neighbouring countries 
and the threat to the peace and 
stability of the region and the 
entire Arab World.” Chadli KK- 
fcri, secretary-general of the Arab 
League, also has qualified the 
situation in the Gulf as “extreme- 
and preoccu 


id preoccupying, 
ted the Tunisuu 


tion to the organisation’s 
member countries and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion, the majority of which re- 
sponded favourably. 

2 dead, 2 missing in 
Cairo hotel fire 

CAIRO (R) — TWo people died 
and a man and his baby gid were 
missing when fire co- 


mported 
ratted a f 
River 


! a floating hotel on die Nile 
in Cairo Saturday, police 
said. Lieutenant Colonel 
Mohammad Amin of the river 
police unit told reporters the 
maze started in the hotel’s souve- 
nir shop when an overheated 
ventilator caught fire in the early 
morning. Ten people in the hotel 
at the time were rescued, he 
added. The two victims had not 
yet been identified. Hotel mana- 
ger and co-owner Omar Abdul 
Nabi said the missing man was his 
brother-in-law. 

Commission to probe 
Waldheim past 

VIENNA, Austria (AP) — A 
commission of military historians 
to investigate allegations that 
President Kurt Waldheim was 
faked with Nazi atrocities has 
been farmed, but a Foreign 
Mfastry announcement Saturday 
indicaled it has attracted less 
members tfian planned. The com- 
fassfon, to be headed by Swiss 
nrifilary historian Hans-Rudolf 
Khz, will include historians from 
Israel, the United States, Britain 
fad West Germany, a Foreign 
Ministry press statement said.. 
When Dr. Waldheim asked the 
government in May to form the 
oesnsnssion, officials said there 
would b? at least seven members. 

Turkish forces kill 
2 Kurdish rebels 

WYARBAKIR. Turkey (R) — 
Turkish armed forces on Satur- 
day kilted two Kurdish rebels 
faspected of involvement in the 
fcdfag of 41 military and civilians, 
officials said. They said troops 
went to Akarsu village in Mardrn 
province on the Syrian border 
^ter a fipoff and dashed with a 
gTCwp of three rebels. 
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More mines found off 
UAE after supply 
boat is blown to bits 


ABU DHABI (Agencies) — A mine blew a 
boat to pieces at the main tanker anchorage 
outside the Gulf on Saturday and two more 
mines were spotted in the sea. 


Port officials said the two 
mines were seen between the 
ports of Fujairah and Khor Fak- 
kan in the area where the 45- 
metre supply boat Anita was des- 
troyed by a mine. 

The explosion killed at least 
one crewman — the Indian chief 
engineer. Five people, including 
the British captain, were missing 
and five were sent to hospital in 
serious condition. 

A port official said all vessels 
had been warned to stay 16 
kilometres clear of the Fujairah 
coastline which was now consi- 
dered a dangerous area. 

Army helicopters and coast 
guard boats were monitoring the 
two mines, he added. 


An official at Fujairah airport 
said all civilian Sights over the 
area were banned from sunset. 

Shipping sources said several 
agents had told their ships to 
avoid the anchorage. “We have 
told our own vessels to stay away 
until further notice,” one agent 
told Reuters. 

Frogmen supported by army 
hehcoptera and boats were sear- 
ching for the mfcsing Anita crew- 
men, one source said, but added: 
“The water in this area is too 
deep and rough.” 

Toe UAE had declared on 
Friday that its waters safe for 
shipping after an earlier mines 
scare. 

A mine damaged a tanker off 


Fujairah on Monday and three 
more were detected drifting 
among achored tankers. Two 
were detonated but the third 
went missing. 

The Anita hit the mine 12 
kilometres off the coast between 
Fujairah and Khor Fakkan. two 
big ports where dozens of tankers 
anchor before or after traversing 
the Strait of Hormuz at the entr- 
ance to the Gulf. 

“It has been blown to bits,” 
said one shipping source. Another 
commented: “When a boat this 
size hits a mine its bye bye.” 

The Anita was the sixth vessel 
— four of them inside the Gulf 
and two outride — to hit a mine 
in the past three months. 

At least one shipping company 
immediately ordered its sur- 
veyors to stop using launches and 
instead work from helicopters. 

Reuter photographer Uili 

(Continued on page 3) 


Huge blast rocks Aramco gas 
plant at key Saudi oil complex 


DHAHRAN, Saudi Arabia (AP) 
-*- A huge explosion rocked a 
liquefied petroleum gas plant 
Saturday at a key Saudi Arabian 
oil complex on the Gulf. 

Saudi officials blamed an elec- 
trical fault and said four people 
were injured in die early mommg 
Mast at the Arabian American 
Oil Co. (Aramco) facility. They 
drew a tight security cordon 
around the area. 

Unofficial sources in the king- 
dom initially said seven to 22 
people were killed and sabotage 
could not be ruled out, but they 
later said early reports of deaths 
could not be confirmed. 

The plant is in the nation's 
eastern province, which has a 
large Shi’ite Muslim population 
that Iran has been trying to woo. 

The blast at the Ju’anna plant 
shook houses within 24 to 29 
kilometres. Firefighters battled 
the flames for six hours before ' 
bringing them under control. 

A shipping executive who lives 
29 kilometres away from the 
Aramco Oil Complex midway up 
the Gulf said the blast that snook 
the facility was “like a faint earth- 
quake.” 

Some people said they heard 
two explosions. “The door vi- 
brated as if a bomb had gone 


off,” said one rerident. 

Aramco employs thousands of 
Americans, but the U.S. State 
Department said none were in- 
jured at Ju’aima, which is near 
the main Sandi oil loading ter- 
minal at Ras Tanurah and about 
30 kilometres north east of 
Dhahran, capital of file eastern 
province. 

Earlier this month the powerful 
parliament speaker u Iran, 
Hashemi Rafsanjam, called on 
Muslims throughout the world to 
overthrow the government of 
Saudi Arabia. 

Security was stepped up Satur- 
day and strict checks were 
mounted at all entrances to the 
big Aramco complex.. 

At mid-afternoon, residents 
were still calling police to ask if 
.flie explosion was caused by Ira- 
nian saboteurs. A few kilometres' 
outside Ras Tanura, police 
turned back unauthorised civilian 
motorists. 

In waters 290 kilometres north- 
west of Ras Tanura, a Saudi navy 
frogman was killed and another 
injured when they misjudged die 
sate distance from a mine being 
detonated after it was pulled out 
of the Gulf, the official Saudi 
Press Agency reported Saturday. 
The agency said the incident 


occurred Wednesday. 

Iran, meanwhile, is considering 
terrorist attacks on U.S. embas- 
sies and military bases around the 
world, the Los Angeles Times 
reported Saturday. 

It. quoted Robert £. Tamb, 
chief of the State Department's 
Bureau of Diplomatic Security, 
as saying Iranian agents have 
been casing U.S. embassies in 
search of soft spots for attack. 

An unidentified U.S. govern- 
ment official quoted by the news- 
paper said intelligence reports 
from many countries have indi- 
cated a sharp increase in Iranian 
terrorist planning. 

Iranian navy gunboats inter- 
cepted mid searched an unidenti- 
fied oil tanker in the Strait of 
Hormuz on Friday but allowed it 
.to proceed after determining it 
contained no Iraq-bound cargo. 

The state-run Islamic Republic 
News Agency, monitored in Cyp- 
rus, reported the interceptions 
only the day after. 

Pentagon officials said the air- 
craft carrier group headed by the 
USS ConsteQation would be re- 
placed in its station in the Ara- 
bian Sea by another group led by 
the carrier USS Ranger, probably 
at the end of this month. 


Democrats 
fault U.S. 
dependency 
on foreign oil 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen. 
Wycbe Fowler, speaking for 
opposition Democrats, said 
Saturday that the United States 
should develop a national energy 
policy to help reduce dependency 
on foreign oil and cut risks in the 
Gulf. 

“We have American sailors, 
11,265 kilometres from borne, 
facing down Iranian suicide 

H iuads to defend the Strait of 
ormuz,” Sen. Fowler said in the 
Democratic response to President 
Ronald Reagan's weekly radio 

address. , , 

“Do any of us think for one 
moment that we would even be in 
the Gulf with our ships and 
planes, our military personnel ex- 
posed to the r -ks of extremists, if 
we were not so desperately de- 
pendent on that foreign oil? he 
said. 

In his address, the president 
aoid, “we have to show that 
efforts at intimidation like Ira- 
nian threats against Kuwait and 
other non-belligenent states m 
the Gulf, do not work... we will 
stand by the security commit- 
ments We’ve made to our friends 
the Gulf and elsewhere in the 

re ^Pnsident Reagan has called 
uui narrow body of water (the 
Strait of Hormuz) 'a chokepomt 
- freedom’” Sen. Fowler said, 
is it really a chokepoint for 

(CfMtmaed on page 3 ) 


Suspects in attack-on ex-minister 
in Cairo flee after shootout 


for 

“But 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A police 
officer died and three were 
wounded Saturday in a shootout 
with three suspects in a failed 
attempt to assassinate a former 
cabinet minister, the government 
said. 

A statement from the Interior 
Ministry, which is responsible for 
public security, said the gunmen 
escaped from their hideout dur- 
ing the confusion. It said the 
injured policemen had only su- 
perficial wounds. 

Inside the hideout, the state- 
ment said, police found evidence 
fin king the gunmen with a shoot- 
attack from a soeedine car 


mg attac f _ 

Thursday on the Cano home of 
Nabawi Ismail, a former interior 
minis ter. Mr. Ismail was unhurt. 

The hideout was a house near 
the barrages, about 30 kilometres 
north of Cairo. 

The statement said police 
raided the house at dawn Satur- 
day and “there was an exchange 
of. fire with three suspects holed 
up inside.” They “managed to 
escape, exploiting the police 
force’s desire not to endanger the 
safety of innocent people at that 
place." 

It did not explain, but the 
implication appeared to be that 
the police raiders had to hold fire 
at times to avoid hitting the sus- 
pects’ neighbours. 

Sources quoted by Reuters said 
the gunbattle erupted when 
poKce raided a doctor’s clinic at 

Al Khorkaneya village. 

The Interior Minister identified 
one of the suspects as Moham- 
mad Kazem, a member of the 
Muslim fundamentalist clandes- 


tine Atonement and Flight Sotie- 1 
ty implicated in the 1981 assas- 
sination of President Anwar 
Sadat 

They said the suspects escaped 
by r unning through village lanes. 
Police found handgrenades, an 
automatic rifle, a revolver and. 
ammunition inside the clime. 

They also seized a bag contain- 
ing three letters, one addressed to. 
Mr. Ismail saying: “We have car- 
ried out the operation and you 
will not be able to escape." 

Investigators were probing 
possible Imks between tiie attack 
on Mr. Ismail and the shooting of 
Hassan Abu Basha, another for- 
mer interior minister who was 
seriously wounded last May. 

Mr. Ismail told the weekly 
Akhbar Al Yom newspaper that 
he had stepped out to the balcony 
with his son-in-law when the 
attackers opened fire. 

“I nuhed inside, taking cover 
behind the curtains while my son- 
in-law ran behind a wall. The 
shooting lasted about one mi- 
nute," he said. 

Mr. Ismail was minister in 1981 
when then-President Sadat 
ordered a massive nationwide 
crackdown on political opponents 
and Muslim and Christian ex- 
tremists after several sectarian 
clashes. Mr. Abu Basha was 
director of the state security de-‘ 
partment at that time and suc- 
ceeded Mr. Ismail as minister the 
following year. 

Both ministers were the targets 
of frequent tirades by Muslim 
extremists during trials that fol- 
lowed Mr. Sadat’s assassination 
on OcL 6, 1981. 


Northern Badia citizens elect new MP 


By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Citizens of the 
northern Badia region went to 
the polls Saturday to elect a new 
representative to the Lower 
House of Parliament and fill the 
seat made vacant by the passing 
of Deputy Sand Al Qadi earlier 
this year. 

Puling began at 7 a.m., picking 
up pace in the morning hours 
then slowing around noon to pick 
up again later in the day at 11 
voting centres in the north-east- 
ern section of the Kingdom. 

All five candidates confirmed 
to the Jordan Times that the 
by-election process was progres- 
sing in an orderly fashion in an 
atmosphere conducive to free 
voting. 

Commenting on the process, 
Mafraq Governor Fayez Abbadi 
said that after seven hours of 
voting, polling was being con- 
ducted “in an atmosphere of 
democracy, calm and good 
order.” He also praised “die 


awareness of voters and their 
concern to cooperate in a 
brotherly fashion.” 

Mr. Abbadi had earlier met 
with the candidates, urging them 
to “have a healthy competition in 
a sportsmanship spirit.” 

Badia Forces and Border 
Guards Chief Colonel Fawaz 
Zaben said the by-election was 
conducted in a secure and demo- 
cratic order. “The citizens were 
very cooperative and committed 
to the democratic process.” he 
said. 

A total of 15,812 citizens were 
eligible to vote in the by-election 
which extended 12 hours between 
7 a.m. and 7 p.m. People were 
converging to 27 polling centres 
with the biggest turnout near the 
end of the voting, according to 
polling officials. The final results 
were expected to be announced 
at about midnight 
By 5 p.m., 7,456 votes had 
been cast out of the registered 
15,812. 

Mr. Abbadi said arrangements 
and preparations taken by the 


Ministry of Interior and his office 
contributed to a peaceful polling 
process. The voters are mostly 
from Bedouin tribes residing in 
several settlements in the north- 
ern region including Bani 
Khaled, Al Saffian, Al Sardieh, 

Al Athamat, Al Sharafat. Al 
Massaid. Al Issa and Al 
Tawabseh. 

Five candidates ran in the by- 
election after three others withdrew 
before election time. The remain- 
ing candidates in the race were 
Nawwaf Al Qadi. Mahdi Al 
Sumeiran, Mohammad Al Murar, 

Hassan Nazzal and Sitan Al Madi. 

According to Mr. Fayez, 14 
committees were counting the 
votes Saturday evening. 

The Interior Ministry 
announced Saturday that com- 
mittees charged with re-drafting 
the final voter lists for the forth- 
coming genera] elections have 
concluded their work and that 
voter lists would be displayed for 
the public in all governorates. 

A ministry spokesman quoted 
by Petra said the voter lists would years. 


Nawwaf Al Qadi 
declared winner 

AMMAN U-T.) — Nawwaf Al 
Qadi won Saturday's election for 
a vacant seat in the Lower House 
of Parliament representing the 
northern Badia region in Mafraq 
Goveroorale, Mafraq Governor 
Fayez Al Abbadi announced 
Saturday night. Mr. Qadi secured 
3,929 votes out of a total of 8,457 
votes cast. 

be made public for a period of 10 
days. 

Ministry Under Secretary 
Ahmad Aqaileh said Wednesday 
that voter cards would be issued 
in September by the ministry 
through its various committees in 
different regions. According to 
the 1986 elections law, no one can 
vote in a general election without 
the voter card, which provides 
information about the identity of 
voters and their constituencies. 
The cards will be valid for 10 


Mubarak rejects Shamir’s proposal saying 
int’l conference is the only way to peace 


CAIRO (AP) — President Hosni 
Mubarak rejected on Saturday a 
proposal by Israel's prime minis- 
ter for regional Middle East 
peace talks, saying he will accept 
nothing short of an international 
conference involving the big 
powers. 

Mr. Mubarak did not mention 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
by name, but there was no mis- 
taking the target of his remarks in 
a speech opening an annual con- 
ference of Egyptian expatriates. 

Proposing alternatives to the- 
international conference idea 
constitutes an attempt to aban- 
don commitments to peace, Mr. 
Mubarak said. 

“Ejrypt holds that the starting 
point in efforts to achieve a com- 
prehensive and just peace in die 
Middle East is agreement by aO 



g 

Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO), to an 
international conference,” the 
president said. 


. “This conference should be 
attended by all parties directly 
concerned with tne conflict and 
the five permanent members of 
the U.N. Security Council." 

Mr. Mubarak obtained support 
for the conference idea last 
September in a summit meeting 
with Mr. Shamir’s predecessor, 
Shimon Peres, now Israel’s fore- 
ign minister. The United States, 
which has opposed a role for die 
Soviets in the Middle East, en- 
dorsed it tins year with reserva- 
tions. 

“Without this (conference), 
the escalation we are witnessing 
will continue,” Mr. Mubarak said 
Saturday. “Violence and extrem- 
ism will increase, the voices advo- 
cating peace will drop and the 
region win proceed once more 
along the path of war and des- 
truction.” 

“Therefore, we reject the other 
alternatives advanced by some 
people for one reason or another, 
and we regard them as an attempt 


to evade the responsibility of 
peace,” Mr. Mubarak said. 

Mr. Shamir sent his proposal 
for regional peace talks to Mr. 
Mubarak last month, according 
to the Israeli leader's spokesman, 
Avi Pazner. 

Pazner said on July 30 that Mr. 
Shamir asked Mr. Mubarak to 
invite him and Jordan to meet in 
Egypt to prepare for peace talks 
grouping Egypt, Israel, a joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian delegation 
and U.S. representatives. 

Mr. Shamir strongly opposes 
an international conference, 
which be fears would force the 
Jewish state to return the occu- 
pied territories. 

Mr. Peres has been pushing for 
an international parley but insists 
that it serve only as a launching 
pad for direct talks between 
Israel and the Arabs. 

Turning to the Gulf war, Mr. 
Mubarak called Saturday on Iraq 
and Iran to accept the latest 


resolution of the U.N. Security 


Council, which “provides for a 
balanced formula to stop the 
fighting and end the war.” 

The president also condemned 
“desecration of the Grand Mos- 
que in Mecca" by Iranian rioters 
who clashed with Saudi security 
forces July 31. The Saudis said 
402 people were killed in the 
fighting, 275 of them Iranians. 

Mr. Mubarak did not explicitly 
blame Iran for the riots in his 
speech, but earlier official state- 
ments in Cairo did so. 

“This (rioting) was a breach; of 
the sovereignty of sister .Saudi 
Arabia over its territory and its 
responsibility for security within 
its borders,” Mr. Mubarak said. 
“This flagrant threat went 
beyond Saudi Arabia and became 
a threat to our brothers in the 
Arab countries in the Gulf.” 

On Aug. 2, Mr. Mubarak prop- 
osed an emergency Islamic sum- 
mit to consider the Mecca vio- 
lence. He reiterated the proposal 
on Saturday. 


Sheikh 
Zayed 
begins talks 
with Assad. 

DAMASCUS (Agencies) — Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) Presi- 
dent Sheikh Zayed Ibn Sultan Al 
Nahayan on Saturday discussed 
with Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad die latest developments in 
the Gulf region and the Iran-Iraq 
war. 

Syria is Iran’s main Arab ally, 
and has recently been trying to 
cool down Iran's campaign 
against Arab states in the Gulf. 

Sheikh Zayed, leading a big 
delegation, arrived Saturday ana 
was greeted at Damascus airport 
by Mr. Assad and key aides, the 
Syrian Arab News Agency 
(SANA) reported. The aides in- 
cluded Vice-President Abdul 

Halim gharidam and Mo hammad 
Zuheir Masharqa, as well as 
Prime Minister Abdul Raouf Al 
Kasm and Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa. 

The two leaders drove in an 
official motorcade to the Tishrin 
Palace where they held a meeting 
attended by officials of the two 
.countries, SANA added. It gave 
no other details. 

Arab diplomatic sources here 
said the ‘Talks were about the 
situation in the Gulf area and the 
Iran-Iraq war." 

Syria, though linked in an 
alliance with Iran, has warned 
against the expansion of the Golf 
war. 

Omrane Adham, a Paris-based 
Syrian businessman who is a dose 
confident of Mr. Assad, said ear- 
ly this month in an interview that 
the president “has assured all the 
Golf (Arab) states that Syria will 
always effort not to let the scale 
of the war get wider." 

He said, “if Iran attacks, Syria 
■will fight next to other Arab 
states against Iran." 

The visit came as the United 
Arab Emirates politely rejected 
■an I ranian offer to dear mines in 
UAE territorial waters where 
several mines have been disco- 
vered in the past few days.' 


Syrians seek to end Amal-PLO battles 


SIDON-(R) — Syrian military 
observers on Saturday intervened 
to stem the fiercest battles in four 
months around Palestinian re- 
camps east of the Sooth 
an port of Sidon, security 
sources said. 

The sources said a Lebanese 
man bad been killed and nine 
ile injured in the past 48 
urs, including, five Palestinians 
and three Amal mflitiamen . 

AmaJ fighters and Pales tinians 
defending the camps exchanged 
■mortar bombs, rockets and heavy 
maddnegun fire. For the first 
time, flares were used to light up 
the tatttefront at night. 

TL. fighting was the worst 
since April when Syrian troops 
helped end a six-month outbreak 
of the bloody “camps war” 
around five Palestinian camps in 
Beirut and South Lebanon. 

Syrian troops are deployed in 
and around tne Beirut camps but 
at the moment are present only as 
far as the northern entrance to 
Sidon, 40 kilometres south of 
Beirut 


Syrian military observers met 
officials of Lebanese Islamic and 
leftist parties and Palestinian fac- 
tions to try to stem the latest 
fighting- as sporadic clashes flared 
Saturday. 

Both sides blamed the other for 
starting the clashes by sniping at 
opposing positions. 

Observers said the fighting had 
its roots in tension from the ear- 
lier camps war battles, which 
killed at Ieat 900 people and in 
which some camps suffered siege, 
hunger and disease. 

Amal, with Syrian backing, 
says it has fought to curb the 
growing influence of Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
fighters loyal to PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat, 

Of about 2,000 guerrillas' 
among the 70,000 Palestinians 
living in the 'Ain Al Hflweh camp 
and other camps east of Sidon, 
two-thirds are Arafat loyalists, 
the observers said. 

The Palestinians say AmaJ 
wants to expel them from Leba- 
non in order to clear the way for a 


Shi’ite canton. 

A main irritant in the dashes 
east of Sidon is high ground 
captured by Palestinian forces 
□ear the camps last year. The 
Palestinians have withdrawn from 
some positions but say they will 
stay in others for security 
reasons. 

Shelling in Beirut 

In Beirut, police said a lull of 
several months in cross-city shell-, 
ing was broken by a salvo of 
missiles that slammed into right- 
ist-held areas north of the capital. 
No casualties were reported. 

The Voice of Lebanon radio 
said 24 Grad rockets were fired 
from the southern suburbs across 
the old “green line" battiefront 
that divides the city into mainly 
Christian eastern and predomi- 
nantly Muslim halves. 

The rockets were fired from a 
truck-mounted multi-barreled 
rocket launcher, a short police 
statement said. 


63 S. African miners held after clash 


JOHANNESBURG (Agencies) 
— Sixty-three black miners were 
arrested after the worst dash in 
South Africa’s biggest wages 
strike, a union spokesman said 
Saturday. 

In a separate incident not con- 
nected with the mine strike 370 
people were arrested for obstruc- 
tion outside a post office in- 
Pietermaritzburg, Durban pro- 
vince, police sad. 

Marcel Golding, spokesman of 
the National Union of Minewor- 
kers (NUM) which began the 
strike last Sunday, told reporters 
63 strikers were held on Friday 
after a dash in which 76 people 
were hart 

The fighting at the Western 
Deep Levels gold mine west of 
Johannesburg, during which, 
police fired rubber bullets at a 
machete-wielding crowd, was the- 
most serious in the increasingly 
violent strike against white-con- 
trolled companies. 

A further 27 miners were hurt 
on Friday at a coliiexy at Middle-! 
burg, east of Johannesburg, 


bringing the casualty toll for the 
strike to more than 225 injured 
and one dead. 

Spokesmen for the Chamber of 
Mines, which groups six of the 
mining houses bit by the strike by 
over 300,000 gold and coal min- 
„ers, said Friday they were not 
going to make any new wage' 
: offers to the NUM, which is 
seeking a 30 per cent increase. 

The mining companies have 
offered increases of between 15 
and 23.4 per cent 

The chamber said it was pre- 
pared to negotiate other issues 
such as death benefits. 

. But Golding told reporters the 
union was interested in talkur 


only about the entire package 
ited issues, including wages 


Peter Gush, manag in g director 
of Anglo American Corpora- 
tion's gold and uranium division, 
said the company would not dis- 
cuss the union (remands for a 30 
per cent wage hike, but was 
'willing to talk about “other 
issues.” He did not specify what 


the other issues might include. 

Mr. Gush made ms comments 
in an interview Friday with the 
government-run South African 
Broadcasting Corporation. 

An estimated 335,000 miners 
were on strike in South Africa’s 
largest legal walkout, a universi- 
ty-based soup of labour special- 
ists said Friday. The NUM puts 
the number at 340,000. 

The Chamber of Mines, which 
represents the targeted mining 
houses, said the strike involves 
about 240,000 workers and 
affects 33 mines. 

In other developments, Anglo 
American, which produced 39 
per cent of South Africa's gold 
last year, again announced its 
intention to close its Vaal Reefs, 
gold mine employing 2,000 work- 
ers, unless strikers return to work 
by Tuesday. 

The company, which has said 
the mine b» operating at a less, 
said Saturday in a statement that 
the strike was making it ‘’uneco- 
nomic to continue operations.” 
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Chad: 170 Libyans killed 


in bid to retake Aouzou 


N’DJAMENA, Chad (Agencies) — The Chadian 
military command said Saturday that 170 Libyans 
were killed and 54 taken prisoner when government 
forces repulsed a Libyan attack on the town of 
Aouzou in extreme northern Chad. 


A statement from the military 
high command read over state- 
run Radio N'Djamena said 48 
Libvans were also captured dur- 
ing' the attempt to retake the 
town, the administrative capital 
of a 1 lU.OUO-square-kilotnetre 
stretch of desert claimed by both 
Libya and Chad. 

It put the casualty figures on 
the government side at one dead 
and' 16 wounded. 

The town of Aouzou was part- 
ly destroyed by Libyan bombings 
following its capture last weekend 
by Chad after a 14-year Libyan 
occupation. 

According to N'Djamena. 650 
Libyans were killed and 147 cap- 
tured when the Chadian army 
moved northwards to retake 
Aouzou on Aug. 8. 

Chad said Libva has been car- 


rying out daily air attacks over 
much of northern Chad since the 
loss of Aouzou. 

A military communique read 
over N'Djamena Radio Friday 
night said Libyan air and ground 
forces launched the attack early 
Thursday morning. It said it was 
Libya's first attempt to recapture 
Aouzou since the town fell to 
President Hissene Habre’s 
troops. 

The capture of Aouzou marked 
the climax of an eight-month 
ground offensive by President 
Habre’s experienced desert war- 
riors to drive Libya to the south- 
ern edge of its borders. 

Libya has said it is determined 
to retake the border strip, which 
it maintains is an integral part of 
Libya under a treaty signed by 
colonial powers France and Italy 


in 1935, but never ratified. 

Chad said Libyan warplanes 
crossed the 16th parallel for the 
first time in several months on 
Tuesday to attack a government 
outpost 500 kilometres north-east 
of N'Djamena. 

France, which has combat air- 
craft and 1,2ft) men in southern 
Chad, has until recently regarded 
the 16th parallel as die northern 
limit of its military action in its 
former colony. 

Since the capture of Aouzon, 
France has turned down an 
appeal from Chad to provide air 
cover for its troops under Libyan 
bombardment. 

The French government has 
repeatedly - said it favours inter- 
national arbitration for the settle- 
ment of the border dispute be- 
tween Chad and Libya. 


Egyptian, 
U.S. troops 
ready for 


Lebanese presidential election battle opens 


exercises 


CAIRO (R) — A joint force of 
nearly 20,000 U.S. Marines and 
Egyptian troops took up position 
to scorching desert terrain Satur- 
day at the start of five-day war 
games held under a cloud of 
secrecy. 


The Egyptian government 
rdered a news blackout on the 


But on Tuesday, the day of the 
Libyan air raid, French Defence 


Minister Andre Giraud restated 
France's pledge to defend Chad's 
territorial integrity and said it was 
not ruling out the use of military 
force to do so. 


ordered a news blackout on the 
manoeuvres in Egypt's western 
desert not far from the border 
with Libya. It also excluded milit- 
ary attaches from the air, land 
and sea exercises, codenamed 
Brightstar 1987. 

Libya, with which Egypt fought 
a brief border war in 1977, has in 
the past referred to the Brightstar 
manoeuvres, held every two 
years, as provocative. 

Western diplomats said they 
believed Cairo, a key U.S. ally, 
cancelled news coverage to avoid 
publicity as the manoeuvres coin- 
cided with the buildup of Western 
forces in the Gulf to protect 
shipping. 


Shamir: No harm to U.S. ties If Lavi continues 


TEL AVIV (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir said Saturday 
Israel’s relations with Washing- 
ton would not suffer if the gov- 
ernment voted Sunday to con- 
tinue its costly Lavi fighter pro- 
ject despite mounting U.S. 
pressure. 

Shamir, who supports the pro- 
ject, said in an interview with 
state-run Israel Radio: 

“It is possible to understand 
the need and right of our impor- 
tant American partner to express 


its opinion and to request from its 
Israeli partner consideration of its 


Israeli partner consideration of its 
opinion. 

“But I do not see in this press- 
ure or irregularity in relations 
between allies and J think rela- 
tions will continue to be good and 
friendlv after a decision is taken." 


U.S. Secretary of State George 
Shultz this week sent messages to 
several Israeli cabinet ministers 
urging them to vote against the 
Lavi since Israel could not afford 
to continue the project and there 
was no chance of increased 
American aid. 

Israel has so far spent SI .5 
billion, most of it in U.S. aid, on 
the warplane. 

Askea if he had proposals on 
alternative funding for the Lavi to 
present to the cabinet Sunday, 
Shamir replied: 

“I still do not know exactly 
which recommendation I will pre- 
sent. There is already a govern- 
ment decision obligating tne con- 
tinuation of the development of 
the Lavi. 

"The recommendation (to the 


cabinet) has to come from those 
members of the government re- 
commending we stop develop- 
ment of the Lavi.” 


Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
Friday told reporters the project 
must continue if the money could 
be found in the budget. He said 
continued development would 
cost Israel an additional $550 
million a year. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and the army's chief of 
staff have warned continuation of 
the project could endanger Israeli 
security by taking money from 
other defence projects. 


They say the country should 
invest in a less costly U.S. 
alternative, such as American- 
made F-16 fighters. 


The extensive exercises are 
seen as a test of America's ability 
to defend its allies in the region 
while upgrading the efficiency of 
Egypt's armed forces in the use of 
advanced U.S. military equip- 
ment. 

Egyptian military sources said 
the troops, about 9,000 U.S. 
Marines and an equal number of 
Egyptians, were in place for the 
first stage of the exercises to be 
conducted in scorching terrain at 
temperatures of around 35 Cen- 
tigrade (95 Farenheit). 

Neither the U.S. embassy nor 
the Egyptian Defence Ministry 
issued a communique announcing 
the start of the games, which 
rated no mention in the semi- 
official Cairo press. 


BEIRUT (R) — Candidates need 
not know how to fly a combat 
helicopter, but it is a skill the 
winner of Lebanon's looming 
presidential election might wish 
to acquire. 

The wary incumbent. President 
Amin Gemayel, usually swoops 
to his hilltop palace outside 
Beirut at the controls of a Gazelle 
helicopter, with machine-gunners 
ready at its doors. 

"There is a tremendous danger 
with the job,” said Dany Cha- 
moun, son of former President 
Camille Chamoun and the first to 
declare his candidacy for the elec- 
tion oue year from now. 

“But I am liable to be attacked 
anyway as a party leader, so it 
makes no difference,” be told 
Reuters at his office in a shell- 
chcwed building sealed off by 
gunmen and concrete blocks. 

While the Lebanese public 
talks of little besides inflation, 
newspapers have declared that 
the election battle is open. 

Syria, Israel, militias and chief 
power centres like the church — 
the president is a Maronite 
Christian in Lebanon's sectarian 
system — are already manoeuvr- 
ing their men into position, com- 
mentators say. 

Lebanon's parliament elects 


dous post. 

Attacks on Mr. Gemayel dur- 
ing his controversial six-year term 
have so for ranged from vitriolic 
public insults from rival leaders to 
frontal military assaults. 

In 1983, elite army amts block- 
ed attacking Druze troops just 
four kilometres from Mr. 
GemayePs palace and in 1986 
other Syrian-backed forces tried 
to take his mountain hometown 
of Bikfaya. 

Shelling of the palace, a con- 
stant danger, has killed two 
palace guards so far and injured 
many more. In 1985, Grad rock- 
ets dammed into Mr. GemayePs 
living quarters metres from where 
be stood, covering the president 


of the capital. 


Mr. Gemayel is mostly con- 
fined to the Christian enclave of 
east Beirut and the coastal moun- 
tains to the north of the capital. 

He spends most of his time at 
home or in his palace, to which he 
has added a sw imming pool, ten- 
nis court and full computerisa- 
tion. 

But the presidency still offers 
social and political leadership of 
the Christian community and re- 
mains a potentially powerful post 
through its links with the army, 
police and remnants of the state 
apparatus. 

Presidents keep prestige and 
the title for life — so important 
that in the 1950s President Camil- 
le Chamoun once kicked his 
prime minister in the parliament 
lobby for not using it when talk- 


I LEBANON 


with dust and glass splinters. 
One of Mr. GemayePs body- 


guards was killed in shooting at 

his official limousine. Mr. 


the president either by a two- 
thirds majority in a first round or 


by a simple majority in a run-off. 
Tne last elections to the 99-seal 


The last elections to the 99-seal 
assembly were in 1972 and 83 
members survive. No parliamen- 
tary elections are scheduled. 

Chamoun, 53 and leader of the 
National Liberal Party, says he 
expects to face 20 competing 
candidates. 

To an outsider, it might seem 
strange that anyone would be 
prepared to spend up to $5 mil- 
lion and endure intense lcvantine 
intrigues to arrive at such a hazar- 


his official limousine. Mr. 
Gemayel, who was not inside, 
often sends decoy convoys in 
different directions before driving 
off at the wheel of a randomly 
chosen car. 

“The head of his guard -is left 
tearing his hair out,” said one 
aide. 

Mr. Gemayel, elected in 1982 
after the murder in a bomb blast 
of his brother President-elect 
Bashir Gemayel, says he would 
not stand for re-election in 1988 
even if he could. 

“One term of office suffices 
me. I wouldn’t wish my worst 
enemy to be in my place, he said 
in a 1986 interview. 

Gvil war has brought mounting 
militia encroachments on state 
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mg to him . 

frlr. Gemayel — identified by 
the opposition with the Falange 
Party rounded by his late father 
— has also continued to manage 
his successful business interests. 

But the only sign of special use 
of public funds is the wide high- 
way Lebanese presidents tradi- 
tionally bnild to their home 
towns. 

Election talk has sparked 
rumours of possible violence, 
with memories going back to the 
election years of 1958, 1976 and 
1982, as the United States, Syria 
and Israel successively acted to 
impose their wills on the small, 
unruly country. 

The Americans sent Marines to 


fifths of the parliamentary de- 
puties. 

Diplomats doubt the West has 
the desire or will to intervene, 
chastened by its experiences in 
1982-84 when Lebanese groups 
backed by Syria and Iran forced 
the withdrawal of a U.S.-led Mul- 
tinational Force that failed to 


help Mr. Gemayel extend his 
authority. 


authority, and Mr. Gemayel does 
not even feel he can safely use 


support Mr. Chamoun’s father in 
1958 and Mr. Chamoun says he 


not even feel he can safely use 
Beirut airport. 

The president' has only once 
been to South Lebanon, rarely to 
north Lebanon, never to east 
Lebanon and can no longer visit 
the mainly Muslim western half 


1958 and Mr. Chamoun says he 
counts on Western support to 
boost his strongly anti-Syrian 
platform. 

Syrian troops occupy three- 
quarters of Lebanon and Mr. 
Chamoun reckoned Syria con- 
trolled the election votes of four- 


authority. 

Fears of violence also stem 
from the further polarisation of 
Lebanese politics. Some opposi- 
tion militia leaders have said they 
want a Muslim to be Lebanon's 
next president, the eighth since 
independence from France in 
1943. 

But political sources said any 
constitutional reforms and prog- 
ress towards resolving Lebanon s 
12-year-old conflict will now 
probably have to wait until a new 
president has been elected. 

Mr. Gemayel, who has tended 
to represent the hardline Christ- 
ian community in peace talks, 
“takes pride that he has said no to 
both Syria and Israel,” a dose 
adviser said, adding: "He is' not 
about to make major comprom- 
ises in his last year in office.” 


3 Velayati in Oman for talks 


Israeli police, orthodox Jews clash 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Police used 
tear gas grenades and detained 
six people who partidpated in a 
violent demonstration of ultra- 
orthodox Jews in which a secular 
woman was injured before dawn 
Saturday. 

The protest of ultra-orthodox 
Jews was sparked by their de- 
mand to stop the screening of 
films on Friday night, which they 
view as a desecration of the Jew- 
ish Sabbath, said Jerusalem 
police spokesman Rafi Levy. 

Levy said hundreds of ultra- 
orthodox Jews hurled stones and 
glass bottles at vehicles and pas- 
sers-by at Jerusalem's orthodox 
Men Shearim quarter. 

He said one car was damaged, 
its windows smashed and its 
woman driver lightly injured by a 
stone. 

Police used tear gas grenade to 
disperse the ultra-orthodox pro- 
testers and detained six of them, 
he said. 

The protest started at about 
U3PU a.m. and lasted for about 
two hours. Levy said in a tele- 
phone interview. 

Earlier, several dozen police- 


men in riot gear were seen near 
Mea Shearim, while about a hun- 
dred ultra-orthodox men in long 
black coats and black hats 
gathered at the quarter's central 
Sabbath Square. 

The ultra-orthodox encircled a 
reporter and prevented him from 
staying in the area, some tugging 
at the bag he was carrying on his 
shoulder. 

According to Jewish law, any 
form of work, including carrying 


down this Friday, Israel Radio 
said. But at the Jerusalem Cine- 


matheque, a movie was screened 
Friday nigh t 


"When people started saying 
we were giving in to the Haredim, 
we ... decided to show a movie,” 
I lan De-Vries, the theatre's depu- 


ty director, was quoted as saying 
by the Jerusalem Post newspaper. 


by the Jerusalem Post newspaper. 
The Cinematheque was packed 


a weight or driving a car, is not 
allowed on Sabbath. It also pro- 


Friday night, and several hundred 
secular Jews demonstrated out- 


hibits opening entertainment 
spots, including restaurants, on 
Sabbath. 

Last Friday, hundreds of ultra- 
orthodox and secular Jews 
clashed near the Beit Agron 
theatre in west Jeruslaem, where 
a film was screened. Police used 
tear gas to disperse the two 
groups. 

Next day, about 2,500 ultra- 
orthodox protesters rallied near 
the Beit Agron theatre and block- 
ed a main traffic artery to protest 
the screening. 

The management of Beit 
Agron decided to shut the theatre 


secular Jews demonstrated out- 
side the theatre against the Hare- 
dim or "the God-fearing” as the 
ultra-orthodox Jews call them- 
selves. 


A U.S. embassy spokesman 
said he could not confirm that the 
exercises had started as scheduled 
and repeated only that they 
would last five days. 

Opposition newspapers, which 
have in the past viewed the man- 
oeuvres as a condition for about 
$1.2 billion of U.S. annual milit- 
ary aid to Egypt, made no men- 
tion of the exercises. 

The first stage of the exercises 
with live ammunition will start 
Sunday when the joint troops 
practice, .target shooting in the 
GebeF Hamza area, according to 
a programme issued before die 
invitations to the press were res- 
cinded. 


NICOSIA (R ) — Iran's Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati 
travelled to Oman Saturday for 
talks on the Golf crisis, Tehran 
Radio said. 

The radio said the visit by Mr. 
Velayati and a political delega- 
tion responded to an official in- 
vitation. 


force to international waters in 
the Gulf of Oman. 


Junblatt ‘might visit Iran’ 
to discuss Waite release 


‘Bilateral relations, regional 
tiers and the Gulf will be 


Tehran has repeatedly called 
for southern GCC member states 
to ask foreign naval forces to 
leave the Gulf area. It says U.S., 
British and French forces may 
cause the Iran-Iraq war to spread 
to the southern Golf. 


BEIRUT (AP) — A Lebanese 
weekly indicated Saturday that 


matters and the Gulf mil be 
discussed,” said Tehran Radio, 
monitored in Nicosia. 

Oman is the southernmost 
member of the six-nation Gulf 
Cooperation council (GCC) 
whose territory includes the " 
Musandam peninsula opposite. 
Iran at the strait of Hormuz. ' 

Iran has sent a minesweeping 


Mr. Velayati said on arrival in 
Muscat that he was carrying a 
message to Sultan Qaboos of 
Oman from Iranian President Ali 
Khamenei, the Omani News 

Agency reported. 

Iran and Oman signed an 
agreement in May to expand bi- 
lateral ties and step up coopera- 
tion. 


“The secular demonstrators 
behaved very well. They demons- 
trated in small groups and it was 
very quiet,” Levy said. 

Municipal authorities have said 
dty regulations ban the showing 
of fil ms on Sabbath. But Isra- 
eli Mayor of Jerusalem Teddy 
Kollek said this week he is con- 
sidering options that would en- 
able Jerusalem residents to enjoy 
leisure activities on Sabbath with- 
out going to Tel Aviv, the Post 
said. 


Brightstar exercises have been 
held every two years since 1981 
and indude mock heavy bombing 
raids, American troop landings 
on the coast near Alexandria and 
artillery attacks using live 
ammunition on dummy targets. 

The U.S. aircraft carrier Sara- 
toga. which last week ended a 
friendly port of call at the 
Mediterranean port of Alexan- 
dria, will have a support role 
in the exercises. 

The United States replaced the 
Soviet Union as Egypt's main 
arms supplier after the late Presi- 
dent Anwar Sadat expelled 
thousands of Soviet military ex- 
perts in the early 1970’s. 


Egyptian paper calls Shamir, 
Peres ‘2 sides of a bad penny’ 


weekly indicated Saturday that 
Druze leader Walid Junblatt was 
negotiating with Iran and might 
visit Tehran in efforts to release 
Anglican Church envoy Terry 
Wake. 

Mr. Junblatt has been seeking 
freedom for the hostage nego- 
tiator, missing since January dur- 
ing a visit to mainly Muslim west 
Beirut under the protection of 
Mr. Junblatt's Progressive Social- 
ist Party (PSP) militia. 

A visit by Mr. Junblatt to 
Tehran, the Iranian capital, was 
“not unlikely,” reported the Ash 
Shiraa magazine. 

“Such a visit will be only be 
carried out when Junblatt re- 
alises that be would return with a 


to Iranian Parliament Speaker 
Hashemi Rafsanjani, requesting 
his help in locating Mr. Waite. 

Mr. Junblatt has accused the Ira- 
nian-backed Lebanese group , 
Hezbollah, or Party of God, of 
bolding the envoy. 


CAIRO (R) — A leading Egyp- 
tian weekly newspaper Saturday 


to have diplomatic relations with 
Israel under a 1979 U.S.-medi- 


positive outcome regarding Terry 
Waite's fate,” the Beirat-based 


Hezbollah, which is made up of 
radical Shi'ite Muslim extremists 
loyal to Iran's spiritual leader 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, 
has denied the charge. 

.. Lebanese and Foreign security 
officials believe Hezbollah is an 
umbrella for several Iranian- 
backed, hostage-holding Shi'ite 
factions, including the shadowy 
Islamic Jihad, or Islamic holy 
war. Islamic Jihad holds two 
Americans and at least three 
French captives. 


launched a vitriolic attack against 
Israel in a front-page editorial, 
referring to the Israeli Prime 
Minister and his foreign minister 
as “two sides of a bad penny.” 

The article by editor lbranim 
Sa'ad in the weekly Akhbar A! 
Yom, took Israel to task for its 
policies in general and on the 
issue of an international Middle 
East conference in particular. 

Egypt, the only Arab country 


ated peace treaty, has strongly 
supported convening an interna- 
tional conference. 


Sa'ada described the split be- 
tween Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir of the right-wing Likud 
Party and Labour Foreign Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres over the issue as 
a “ridiculous farce” which he said 
aimed at scuttling the peace pro- 
cess. 


Waite's fate,” the Beirat-based 
weekly said. It did not disclose 
further details. 

Mr. Waite, personal emissary 
of Archbishop of Canterbury 
Robert Runde, disappeared on 
Jan. 20 after he left a west 
Beirut botel to negotiate with 


pro-Iranian Id 
hostages. He \ 


hostages. He was not escorted by 
his Druze bodyguards when be 
disappeared. 

No group has claimed responsi- 
bility tor bolding Mr. Waite. 

Archbishop Runde has written 


There have been press reports 
that Mr. Waite had died of a 
heart attack during captivity, or 
that he had been shot and wound- 
ed. One report claimed Mr. 
Waite was transferred to Iran, 
wbich Iranian offidals denied. 
None of the reports could be 
confirmed. 

Ash-Shiraa gained fame after it 
disclosed the report of dandes- 
tine U.S. arms sales to Iran. 
However, its reports about fore- 
igners, missing in Lebanon have 
recently been controversial. 
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Jr /urr/i on 95M KHz. SU 
717. 77 Jill 19 


mentary 19:15 Dealing with Darkness 
19:45 Letter from America 20:00 


World News 2949 Reflections 20:15 
Sport world 20:45 Sports Roundup 
21:00 Ncwsdesk 21 JO Brain of Britain 


07:00 ... . 

07 JO 

08:00 

UMW 

11:05 

12:00 

12:05 

13:00 ... 

13:05 

14:00 
14:10 . . . 
14:30 .. 

15:00 

16:00 . ... 
16:05 ... 

16:30 

17:00 

18:90 . ... 
18:05 ... 

1940 

19:30 

20:00 

21:00 

21:05 

21:55 

22:00 

23:00 


Light Musk 

Ncwsdesk 

. .. Morning Show 
.... News Summary 
In Concert 


1987 22:00 News Sum maty: The Valley 
of Fear — Part 2 23J0 Hymns on 


Folklore Museum: jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and J crash (4th to I8til 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. -5 p.m. 
Year-round. TcL 651760. 


St- Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, Td. 624590. 

Church or the Anmndaifoa (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luwcibdch. Tci. 
637440. 


18:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

10:15 Cairo (RJ) 

10J0 Kuwait (RJ) 

1040 Jeddah (RJ) 

IIH55 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

11:00 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

17:25 London (RJ) 

18J0 ..... Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

1840 .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

IfcOI Brussels, Frankfurt (RJ) 

1945 Los Angeles. Cliicago. Vienna 
(RJ) 

19J0 Madrid. Rome (RJ) 

29J5 Paris. Geneva (RJJ 

8feS5 Baghdad (RJ) 


0&20 Frankfort (LH 

OfcOO Damascus, Paris (AF 

09J0 Beirut (ME 

1030 Rome (AZ] 

11:20 Laraaca, Berlin (IF 

13:00 Baghdad (1A 

MriPO Tripoli (LN 

14*5 Cairo (MS 

14:45 Bahrain. Abu Dhabi (GF 

15*0 Jeddah (SV 

15 J5 Kuwait (KIT 

lfe30 Dubai (EK 

18:10 Kuwait (add.) (KG 

18J0 Athens (OA 

2fc00 Sana'a (LH 


PRAYER TIMES 


Amman eove m orale 891228 

Amman Crvil Defence 198. 199 

Civil Defence Irbid .... 271293. 273131 

Civil Defence Ouweismeh 770733 

Civil Defence Dcir ADa 57306 

Ambulance — 193. 7751 II 

Amman downtown Ere brigade .... 198 

Fnstaid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Chil Defence rescue 661 11 1 

Fire headquarters — 622090-3 

Police rescue 192,621111.637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4. 624881 
Municipal water complaints 771125/8 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport (08)53330/60 


Mimstiy of Tourism 642311 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Price complaints 661176 

Telephone Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls 10 

Overseas calls 17 

Repair service II 


NIGHT DUTY 


04J6 Fair 

(Sunrise) Duba 

12s*0 Dhuhr 

IfcW "Asr 

2fc44 


HOSPITALS 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Hussein MetScaJ Centre 81381302 

Khali di Maternity, J. Aran ... 644281/6 
AkHehMaf entity, J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

MaBmJ. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664171/4 

Sbmeisani Hospital 669131 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Suhail Tannous 894964 

Dr. Jamil Maraqa '776149 

Dr. Munir Waroefa 782352 

Dr. Aid Dabbas 668384 

Fnas pharmacy 661912 

Hashemi pharmacy 669359 

Maher pharmacy 669337 

Na'im pharmacy < — ) 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Tormina! 2) 


Saturday rates 


Local scWbny rates in fib 


Dr la SaBo Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Tel. 661757. 


09£5 Berlin. Larnaca (IF) Belgian franc 87.8/ 


News Summai 


summary 
Pop Talk 


Holiday 24:00 News Summary; Short 
Story 00: IS Catline India 01.1)9 Short 
Siory 02:15 Letter from America OL30 
The Struggle for Indonesian Independ- 
ence 


Jordan Arc ha c ofa gtaJ Mnscanu Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 


quities of Jordan. Jabal Al QaTa 
(Citadel Hill). Opening hours; 9.00 
a.m.-5.00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays IO.Q0 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.).* 
Closed Tuesdays. 


Terrasanta Church (Roman Catholic). 
Jabal Luweibdeh. mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at 5:30 
(muTTcI: 622366 


News Summary 
Pup Sesswn cuntd. 


VOICE OF AMERICA 


Church of die An nun c ia tion (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. Td. 623541. 


Anglican Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, Td. 625383. 


1240 Baghdad (1 A) 

12:45 Kuwait (LN) 

1 - - Cairo (MS) 

1330 Jeddah (SV) 

13:40 Muscat. Abu Dhabi. Doha (GF) 

14S5 Kuwait (KU) 

15 -J9 Dubai (EK) 

17:10 Kuwait (add.) (KU) 

17:35 Athens (O A) 

19:10 Frankfurt (LH) 

00^5 London. Cairo (BA) 


Dutch guilder 16V 164.2 


French franc 55/ 

Italian Era 25.1/ 


Japanese yen (for 100) 230 1 2325 


Swedish crown ....... SLSI 53 

Swiss franc 221/ 223.6 

U.K. sterling pound 548.1/ 553.7 

U.5. dollar 345.4 i 348 


Univenaty Hospital 845845/65 

Al-Muasner Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. AbaaS 666127/37 

AJ-AhK. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrcen 777101/3 

Al-Bastnr.J. Ashraficfa 775111/26 

Army. Marita 891611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 602240/50 

Aznd Hospital 674155 


TAXIS. 

Abramian 663911 

Venecia taxi 644585 

Palestine tad 671473 

Shmeisani taxi 665294 

Mebyar taxi 644574 

Khayyam taxi 841577 

Jordan taxi 623050 

Asemnuti 844503 


IRBID: 

Dr- M umber Al Sheikh. 


GENERAL 


ur. Muntner Al Shedth I— ) 

Wehda pharmacy (— j 

Sharaa* pharmacy (— ) 


W. German mark 183 51 185.6 


New* Bulletin 

Instrumentals 

Sctctice Report 

.... Nctw Summary 

Instrumental* 

Old Favourites 

Listeners’ Choke 

NcwsSummaiy 

Jazz Hour 

Ncwsdesk 

.Date with a Star 

. ..... EvcnmgShow 

News Summary 

.... Escutng Show continued 

News Summary 

.... Evening Show continued 
News Summary 


AW 1X0 & SW 7200. 9565. 1174. 
11925 and 15210 Hz 


06:00 News 06: 10 VOA Morning 07:00 
News 97:10 VOA Morning 98.-0Q News 
08:10 VOA Morning 09:00 News 09:10 
VOA Morning 18:00 News 18:10 New 
Horizons 18 JO Studio One lfeUO News 


19:10 Encounter 19:30 Special English 
News & Features 2040 News 29:18 


Jordan National GaQcry: Contains a 
coilccrion of paintings, ceramics, and 
sculptures by contemporary Islamic 
artists from most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a collection of painting! by 
19th Century orientalist artists. Minna- 
zah. Jabal Luwribdch. Opening boms: 

10.00 a.m. - 1.30 p.m. and 3M p.m.- 

6.00 p.m. Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 


Armenian Cathode Chnrdt Ashraficfa. 
Td. 771331. 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN (RJ) 

FLIGHTS 

(Termini!] 1) 


WEATHER 


Jordan Television 773111/19 

Radio Jordan 774111/19 


ZARQA: 

Dr.FathiQu’war 

Fadi phrmacy 

Ram pharmacy ... 


flufletra supplied by tbe Department of 
Meteorology. 


MARKET PRICES 


Armaria Orthodox Onreh Ashra- 
fich. Tel. 775261. 


SL Ephraim Chon* (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashraficfa. Tel. 771751. 


Aqaba (RJ) 

Vienna, New York (RJ) 

Tunis, Catfthlanc a (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Kuwait (RJ) 

Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

Bahrain, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Baghdad i RJ) 

Larnaca (RJ) 

Cairo { RS) 

Damascus (RJ) 

Kuala Lumpur, Singapore (RJ) 
Bangkok (RJ) 


Amman International Church (lmcr- 


Critk’s Choice 2<k30 Issues in ihc 
News 21:00 News 21:10 Encounter 


21:39 Special English News & Features 
22.-00 News 22:10 Sunday Report 2230 
Musk, USA Standards 23dm News A 


Martyrs* Memorial (Military 
Museum): Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 


denominatknall; meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani, Tel. 


Editorial 23:10 The Concert Han 24.-90 
News 24:10 New Horizons 24i30 Stu- 
dio Om* 


EvangeBal Lutheran Chnrdt, Am- 
man. Arabic Service; Sunday 7:00 p.m.* 
Rainbow Congregation, Eitgfish Ser- 
vice: Saturday 6'JO p.m. Rev. N. Smir. 
Td. 811295. 


It wffl be normal summery, with 
westerly light to moderate woods. In 
Aqaba, winds wflj be oortheriy moder- 
ate and calm sea. 


MhtJmmt. team. 

Amman 19/33 

Aqaba 25/40 

Deserts 21 / 39 

Ionian Valley 25/38 


Yesterday's high temperatures; Am- 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Chamber of Industry celebrates silver jubilee 

1 AMMAN (Petra) — The Amman Chamber of Industry will 
I? ajiruversar y (silver jubilee) in mid September 
V* d ^ mb ^ r J s Director Mohammad Saleh Jaber said the celebra- 
'Uon wiu include the opening of a permanent exhibition of national 
industries at the chamber’s headquarters and the opening of a 
monument at the Second Circle area which was offered as a gift bv 
the chamber on the occasion of His Majesty King Hussein's 50th 
^ day ',P, Unng me “Orations, the chamber’s medals and 
shields will be presented to various economic and industrial firms 
and organisations ip recognition of their role in raising the 
standard of national industry. & 

Lower House speaker receives Iraqi message 

AJ»4AN (Petra) - Speaker of the Lower House of Parliament 
Akef Al Fayez received a verbal message from the Speaker of the 
Iraqi National Council Sa’doun Hamadi. The message was 

? n M - r ‘ Fa P Saturda y ^ charge d'affaires in 
Amman. .During the meeting, they also reviewed bilateral 
relations in all fields. 

AOAS begins administrative study 

AMMAN (Petra) — A specialised working team from the 
■ ^b prganisation of Administrative Sciences 
(AOAS), in cooperation with the Jordanian government on 
Saturday began a two-week study on training needs related to the 
administrative development committee. Director of the AOAS 
. Consul png Department Dr. Hishara Gharaibeh said the team will 
determine certain training courses to qualify graduates and 
unprove staff efficiency at the government sector. Dr. Gharaibeh 
pointed out that the organisation continuously provides Arab 
.. member stares with certain forms to specify their needs in the 
fields of training and consultations. 

JPRC reports increase in sales 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan Petroleum Refinery Company 
(JPRC) over the past seven months sold JD 1.936.646 tonnes of 
feel, registering an increase of one per centoverlast year's sales 
from the same period. JPRC)sources said the company’s sales in 
the first seven months of 1987 rose mainly because of an increase 
' iivxhe sale of kerosene and diesel oil. 


Israeli-boycott group 
opens meeting 



His Majesty King Hussein and His Royal Highness 1 . won an award for best team effort at the awards 
Prince Abdullah participating in Friday’s Tai-Al \\ \ ceremony held last night at the RAC (Petra photo) 
Ru mman Hill Climb. Hts Majesty and His Highness ‘ ) 

King, Prince receive special trophy for 
best team effort in Hill Climb 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein and His Royal Highness 
Prince Abdullah on Saturday re- 
ceived a special trophy for best 
team effort during Friday's Tal- 
At Rumman Hill Climb. 

The father and son were met by 
a cheering audience as the Royal 
Jordanian President Alt Ghan- 
dour handed the trophy over to 


the team, which is named after 
the national carrier, during a spe- 
cial ceremony at the Royal Auto- 
mobile Club of Jordan (RAC). 

Her Majesty Queen Noor deli- 
vered trophies to Amer Biibeisi. 
who won the Hill Climb with a 
time of 2:16:87, and Prince 
Abdullah who finished second in 
an Opel Manta 400 and third in a 
BMW M3. 

Driving his Porsche 904, for- 
mer record holder King Hussein 


Pakistan’s independence 
celebrated in Amman 


DAMASCUS (Petra) — The 
Arab Bureau for Boycotting 
Israel (ABBI) on Saturday 

S iened a week-long meeting in 
amascus to discuss imposing 
sanctions on foreign firms which 
violate the ABBI regulations and 
removing from a black list com- 
panies that abide by them. 

Mr. Zuhair Aqil. ABBI’s Com- 
missioner General addressed the 
opening session and said the 
boycott regulations represent a 
means of self-defence against 
Israel’s policies in the Arab re- 
gion and the office will pursue 
efforts to tighten the economic 
siege against Israel. 1 ... 

Israel has recently concluded 
deals with a number of regional 
organisations to set up free zones 
for trade, an act which contra- 


dicts with ABBI's regulations. 
Therefore, all projects developed 
from these deals will be subject to 
ABBI sanctions, Mr. Aqil said. 

The meeting in Damascus will 
also discuss the Israeli-European 
joint Chamber of Commerce on 
Arab economy, he said. 

The joint chamber of com- 
merce was established a year ago 
in Paris with the aim of launching 
bilateral economic cooperation 
and to pave the way for signing 
-an agreement on a European- 
Israeli free trade zone, similar to 
that binding: the> United -States 
with Israel. 

, b 4 M 

■ Jordan is represented at the’ 
meeting by a delegation led by 
Mr. Mohammad Tawalbeh from 
the Department of Customs. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Pakistan's 
Ambassador to Jordan Sadiqa 
Sagbir Hussein on Saturday held 
a reception marking the 40th 
anniversary of Pakistan's inde- 
pendence day. 

The reception, held at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (RCC). 
was attended by Information 
Minister Mohammad Al Khatib 
and a number of senior civil and 
military officials. 

Prior to the reception, 
speeches were delivered by Mr. 
Khatib, Ambassador Hussein, 
and a number of Jordanian 
speakers. 

Mr. Khatib conveyed to the 
Pakistani envoy His Majesty King 
Hussein’s greetings to the Pakis- 


tani leader and people and wishes 
for further prosperity and de- 
velopment. 

In return, Mr. Hussein praised 
the strong Pakistani-Jordanian 
ties and described bilateral rela- 
tions as “excellent." 

In bis speech, the Pakistani 
ambassador also reiterated Pakis- 
tan's strong support for Arab 
rights in Palestine. He called on 
the good-will mission mediating 
between Iraq and Iran to con- 
tinue their efforts to put an end 
to the Gulf war. 

A film on Pakistan's socio- 
economic and technological de- 
velopment was also displayed 
during the reception. 


Bulgarian officials visit 
University of Jordan 


Indians mark independence 

m . — T"i J" * Anmmiinitti in Iai* 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Indian 
Ambassador to Jordan, Mr. Gur- 
charan Singh, on Saturday hosted 
a reception at his residence on the 
occasion of the 4flth anniversary 
of India's Independence Day. 

The reception was attended by 
senior government officials, not- 
able Jordanian personalities from 
the public as well as the private 
sector, members of the Jorda- 
maa-Indian Friendship Society, 
the Indian community living in 
. Jordan, members of the diploma- 


tic community in Jordan and 
journalists. 

Earlier in the day, Mr. Singh 
presided over a formal ceremony 
to mark the occasion of inde- 
pendence day. 

At the outset of the ceremony, 
the ambassador hoisted the Indi- 
an national flag and read a mes- 
sage from Indian President 
Ramaswamy Venkataraman. The 
ceremony was attended by 
members of the Indian commun- 
ity living in Jordan. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Bulgarian 
delegation led by Mr. Christo 
Santov, ambassador at the Bulga- 
rian Foreign Ministry, Saturday 
visited the University of Jordan 
and met its acting president Mar- 
wan Kama). 

They reviewed cultural and sci- 
entific cooperation between the 
University of Jordan and Bulga- 
rian Educational Institutions. 

Both sides also voiced their 
desire to promote such coopera- 
tion and to exchange information 
and expertise related to higher 
education. 

The Bulgarian delegation was 
also briefed on the university's 
development and programmes. 


Last week, Jordan and Bulgar- 
ia signed an agreement calling for 
increased cultural cooperation. 
Under the agreement, which was 
signed by Mr. Santov and Jorda- 
nian officials, both sides will ex- 
pand cooperation between their 
respective universities and will 
exchange information, docu- 
ments and expertise related to 
educational systems. 

They also pledged to offer one 
another scholarships and to 
cooperate in art, archaeology and 
culture - 

Both sides will also encourage 
their respective news agencies to 
exchange news, films and exper- 
tise. 


More mines found off UAE after supply boat is blown to bits 


(Continued from page il 
Michel flew over the site of the 
Anita explosion and reported 
that the sea was covered with 
floating wreckage and oil. 

He said coast guard boats sur- 
rounded the area as a tanker 
which had been at anchor near 
the Anita steamed out. 

Shipping sources said tanker 
captains were getting “mine fev- 
er," mistaking floating junk as 
mines. 

"Every hour we receive radio 
messages from passing vessels 
saying they may have seen a 
mine," one said. 

Coast guards investigating a 
claim from one tanker found that 
the “mines” its captain reported 
were two empty tea chests. 

Earlier on Saturday the Saudi 
Press Agency (SPA) reported a 
Saudi officer killed and another 
injured when a mine was deton- 
ated off the Saudi oil terminal of 
Khafji in the northern Gulf. 

The Anita explosion occurred 
as Iran's navy conducted mines- 
weeping operations — which 
Tehran previously described as 
exercises — in international wa- 
ters in the Gulf of Oman, closely 
watched by American. British 
and French’ warships. 

Tehran's national news agency 


IRNA said the Iranian naval 
force, escorted by two warships, 
had detected no mines so far in 
operations which began on 
Friday. 

“U.S., British and French 
warships are silently watching the 
operations, without sending radio 
messages," IRNA said. 

It said minesweeping helicop- 
ters were participating in the ex- 
ercises. Iran is known to have two 
U.S.-made 320-tonne coastal 
minesweepers. 

It quoted the operational com- 
mander of the force as saying the 
minesweeping unit “would con- 
tinue its mission in international 
waters to maintain the security of 
these waterways.” 

The United Slates has accused 
Iran of laying mines in the Gulf 
region but Tehran has accused 
the U.S. and its regional allies. 

Iran says there is no need for 
other countries to send mines- 
weepers to the region because it 
has the ability to clear mines. 
American, French and British 
minehunting units are on their 
way to the Gulf and the Soviet 
Union already has minesweepers 
in the region. 

Meanwhile at the other end of 
the Gulf, three reflagged Kuwaiti 
tankers were gening ready for the 


. return dash down the waterway 
under the escort of American 
warships. 

Shipping sources said that two 
of the tankers had completed 
loading while the third was ex- 
pected to be finished Saturday. 

They said the date of departure 
of the convoy would not be 
announced. 

The sources said that mines- 
weepers were at work between 
Kuwait and Bahrain,' where 
mines on the voyage to Kuwait 
forced the convoy to halt until 
they were removed. 

Rerporting the Khaiji incident, 
Saudi Arabia's Defence Ministry 
said that a navy frogman was 
killed and another injured when 
they misjudged the safe distance 
from a mine being detonated 
after it was pulled out of the Gulf. 

The Saudi Press Agency, quot- 
ing an unnamed ministry official, 
said the incident occurred last 
Wednesday. 

The discovery of the mine in 
offshore waters near Khafji was 
earlier said to have delayed for 24 
hours the movement of the U.S. 
navy-escorted convoy of three 
Kuwaiti tankers now loading in 
Kuwait. Khafji is about 80 
kilometres south of Kuwait’s Al 
Ahmadi oil terminal, the tankers’ 


destination. 

In Rome, Italian Foreign 
Minister Gitilio Andreotti has 
ordered an investigation into a 
French report that the Italian 
government had approved de- 
liveries of explosives which were 
used to make mines destined for 
Iran, the Foreign Ministry said 
Friday. 

In a late evening statement, the 
ministry said Mr. Andreotti 
asked for an immediate investiga- 
tion to see if there was any truth 
to the assertion in the French 
weekly magazine Evenement du 
Jeudi. 

The magazine reported on 
Thursday that a French state- 
owned company and a Swedish 
firm supplied explosives to an 
Italian company, Valsella Mecca- 
no tecnica, building mines des- 
tined for Iran. It said the Italian 
company put in an order for the 
explosives after it received in 
1981 what the magazine called “a 
fabulous contract with Iran for 
the delivery of a million mines." 

It said deliveries of the explo- 
sives were made between 1981 
and 1984 and had the approval of 
the Italian government. 

The ministry's statement said 
Mr. Andreotti was seeking, with 
the help of other interested mini- 


had covered the same distance in 
2:21:09 in 1966. He took part 
informally in Friday’s race and 
placed 12th among 76 entries with 
a time of 2:28:86 in his Lotus 
Esprit. 

The King, accompanied by the 
Queen, drove in an old golden 
Buick convertible to the RAC. 
The event was co-sponsored by 
the RAC and the Jordan Ice and 
Aerated Water Company. 


Princess Alia 

inaugurates 

exhibition 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Alia on Satur- 
day inaugurated an art exhibition 
displaying the works of Jordanian 
artist Rinam Al Ghassib. 

The week-long display, staged 
at the Royal Cultural Centre, 
includes 60 paintings depicting 
various aspects of Jordanian life. 

The inauguration ceremony 
was attended by a number of art 
enthusiasts. 

Health 
ministry 
opens centres 

ZARQA (Petra) — The Ministry 
of Health will open a number of 
health care centres and clinics 
throughout the Kingdom’s va- 
rious densely populated areas, 
according to Zarqa Govemorate 
Health Department Director 
Noufan Al Hmoud. 

At the completion of an inspec- 
tion tour throughout the govemo- 
rate, Mr. Hmoud said on Thurs- 
day that these centres will offer 
citizens comprehensive medical 
treatment in Jordan.* 

Mr. Hmoud was also briefed by 
a number of officials responsible 
for health schemes here about the 
needs for human resources, 
medical equipment and media ne 
to offer the people basic health 
care and vaccines. 

s tries, “the deepest checking to 
see if there is any possible basis 
for such assertions” made by the 
magazine. 

The chronology of previous 
mining incidents is: 

— May 16: Soviet tanker Mar- 
shal Chuykov, 67.980 tonnes, hits 
mine just outside Kuwait on way 
to load Kuwaiti oil. Tanker 
leased by Kuwait and escorted by 
Soviet frigate. 

— May 26: Liberian supertank- 
er Primrose, 276,424 tonnes, 
chartered by state-owned Kuwait 
Petroleum Corporation, strikes 
mine in northern Gulf after load- 
ing crude in Kuwait. 

— June 9: Greek supertanker 
Ethnic, 274.629 tonnes, loaded 
with Kuwaiti crude, holed by 
mine off Kuwait.* 

— June 19: Liberian super- 
tanker Stena Explorer, 273.408 
tonnes, hits mine soon after tak- 
ing on cargo of crude in Kuwait. 

— July 24: First reflagged 
Kuwaiti supertanker Bridgeton, 
401,382 tonnes, punctured by 
mine 30 kilometres west of Iran’s 
Farsi Island on its maiden voyage 
under the U.S. flag with escort of 
U.S. warships. 

— Aug. 10: Panamanian-flag- 
ged supertanker Texaco Carib- 
bean. 274,347 tonnes, carrying 
cargo of Iranian oil, holed by 
mine outside Gulf off United 
Arab Emirates port of Fujairah. 


Queen opens handicraft 
exhibition at Hai Nazal Centre 


By Rama Atafla 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Her Majesty Queen Noor on Saturday 
inaugurated an exhibition of handicrafts at the Hai 
Nazal Community Centre to honour the works of 
□early 300 women who have been receiving practical 
training at the centre. 


After touring the exhibition, 
the Queen visited the weaving, 
sewing, typing and beautician 
classrooms, and later met with 
University of Jordan students 
currently building an extension to 
the centre. The extension will 
include fitness and telex classes 
for women, and computer 
courses for children. 

Returns from the sales of the 
two- week charity bazaar will be 
rechannelied to benefit women as 
well as support the centre which 
was established in 1979. 

The centre is the backbone of a 
project initiated in 1978 by Uni- 
versity of Jordan students undrr 
the supervision of Dr. Sari Nasir. 
a university soa'ologist professor. 

The idea of the project is to 
offer an opportunity for women 
to learn and develop skills that 
would help them generate in- 
come. It holds courses in 
embroidery, domestic sewing, 
knitting, typing, flower arrange- 
ment. doll-making as well as li- 
teracy classes during the scholas- 
tic year. 

The centre also offers activities 
for children of the Hai Nazzal 
area such as drawing, drama, 
competitions in reading and writ- 
ing. with prizes for ~ the most 
promising children. 

But the idea behind the centre 
is not limited to these offerings. 
“It involves young men and 
women in the process of develop- 
ment.” said Dr. Nasir. 

The project was set up by 
students from the University of 
Jordan’s Sociology Department 
as part of a requirement for a 
course entitled ■'Community De- 
velopment and Organisation,” 
taught by Dr. Nasir. 

This approach of combining 
field work in sodology courses “is 
a step towards introducing a new 
dimension in education in the 
Arab World.” Dr. Nasir said. 


He added that “this will enable 
the students in the future to 
depend on themselves in creating 
opportunities for work as well as 
in participating in the develop- 
ment process as leaders in the 
field.” 

According to the centre's 
Director Feryal Saleh, “there are 
three main objectives for the cen- 
tre. The first is to provide a 
suitable place for developing the 
talents of people in the commun- 
ity — mainly women and chil- 
dren. 

“The centre also helps the local 
community in facing certain so- 
cial problems within the family 
and outside of it. It also gives a 
chance to students from the uni- 
versity to get involved in the 
community and help with certain 
problems that may arise.” 

A number of volunteer work- 
ers occasionally offer their ser- 
vices to the centre. “We gel a 
large number of volunteers along 
with the students from the uni~ 
versity who help us out in both 
the activities we hold as well as in 
the additional construction to the 
centre." Mrs. Saleh told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

Mrs. Vera Hulasa Haddad, a 
1979 graduate of the university 
who took the same course said 
that it was “very encouraging to 
take pan in solving the problems 
of people. 

“We were an instrument to 
change people's attitude towards 
the project,” Mrs. Halasa Had- 
dad said. Visiting the project 
eight years later,” she said the 
activities “are diversifying and 
people are more involved in the 
project now.” 

TTie centre has a clinic that 
serves a large number of people 
in the area. A nurse from the 
Ministry' of Health works there 
two days a week, and a neigh- 
bouring doctor visits the clinic 


twite a week on a voluntary basis. 

University students offer their 
sc. vices after their studying 
hours. “They usually come from 
2:00 to 5:00 in the’ afternoon,” 
Na’imeh Jibran. one of the super- 
visors at the centre, said. *‘We are 
now in the process of building an 
extra building to accommodate 
more people at the centre. The 
students are helping us with it,” 
she said. 

Amal Othman and Salwa 
Lubani, two students majoring in 
sociology at the university have 
together with three other stu- 
dents collected over JD 500 for 
the project. Louai Ayoub, 
another studeni at the university 
who also helped in raising funds, 
said that “since the project is 
there to help those who are not 
too well-off financially, people 
should be more receptive towards 
the idea of giving assistance to the 
project, whether financial or 
otherwise 

The centre has gone a long way 
in its development. “We started 
from scratch and made a big leap 
forward.” said Mrs. Saleh. “At 
first, people rejected the idea of 
the centre because it was alien to 
them. They did not know wha 
the project was all about. Some 
children used to throw stones at 
the students From the university." 

She went on to say that now 
“there is a total acceptance of thi 
centre. Only after they knew 
what the project was really about 
and after seeing our activities, 
people changed their attitudes. 
They saw it was for their own 
interest.” She added that “now 
there arc so many people coming 
that sometimes we cannot take 
everyone. The waiting list for 
courses is a long one.” 

Future plans "for the project 
include computer courses for chil- 
dren and a course to teach 
women how to operate a telex 
machine. 

"We would like to build 
another new centre to accommo- 
date more people rather than just 
adding another building.” said 
Dr. Nasir, adding that there are 
plans for setting up a similar 
project in Quweismeh, “but the . 
problems are financial; we are 
unable to raise as much funds as 
needed. But we are hopeful.” 
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Her Majesty Queen Noor cuts the opening cere mony ribbon at ibe Hai Nazal Community Centre 
(Petra photo) 
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IT IS HERE AND 
YOU CAW GET ONE 
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Democrats fault dependence on foreign oil 


(Continued from page 1) 

torn — or a choke hold on 
country’s throat because of 
dependency on imported 

n. Fowler said past adminis- 
«!s have supported a com- 
ensive national energy policy 
dace dependence on foreign 
rttile developing alternative 
mi ««rhnni/MnM “nowered bv 


sheiks and ayatollahs." 

The Department of Energy 
saw U.S. dependence on oil im- 
ports is greater than during the 
Arab oil embargo, and gas lines 
are predicted by the 1990s, he 

^Sen. Fowler criticised Mr. 
Reagan's stance on some energy- 
saving proposals. 

■*The president vetoed legisla- 
tion to improve energy efficiency 
in borne appliances, which would 


have saved American consumers 
$2.6 billion a year by 1995 and S4 
billion a year by the year 2000, 
he said. “That amounts to over 
$300 a year per household. 

“This administration rolled 
back tiie fuel economy standards 
for American automobiles, which 
now will increase fuel consump- 
tion by 400 million barrels a day- 
and cost us over $3 billion a 
year,” he added. 


OBITUARY 

The Department of Antiquities and the British 
Institute at Amman for Archaeology in Jordan 
sadly announce the death of: 

Mrs. Crystal M. Bennett 
Ex-Director of R1AAH 

Mrs. Bennett was a prominent British 
archaeologist who spent much of her life ex- 
cavating and promoting Jordanian archaeology 
in Jordan and abroad. She will be much missed 
| by her many friends and fellow archaeologists. 
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Israel’s true colour 

ISRAELI security men were merely showing the true colours of 
their state when they assaulted and manhandled a group of 
foreigners protesting in- front of the American consulate in 
Arab Jerusalem on Thursday. Eyewitnesses' accounts corrobo- 
rate the fact that the demonstration was peaceful and the 
protesters obeyed requests by the consulate to make way for 
traffic and not to impede the work of the mission and that it 
was Israeli policemen who unleashed a vengeful attack against 
them. The Israelis acted as if they were extracting vengeance. It 
is no surprise though, since victims of the brutal assault were 
volunteers working in summer camps in Palestinian universi- 
ties in the occupied West Bank and they were staging 
Thursday's demonstrations in protest against the Israeli 
army's raid on the campus or Birzeit University and the arrest 
of students attending a night class. 

One could easily estimate the depth of the feeling behind the 
protest since those who staged it knew very well that any 
attempt on their part to show the slightest sympathy and 
support for the Palestinian cause would only invite heavy- 
handed Israeli reprisals, including deportations. 

Above all, Thursday's events emphasise the fact that Israel 
will not allow anyone, Arab or foreigner, to stand in the way of 
realising its objectives in the occupied territories. 

Those who suffered at the hands of the Israeli police on 
Thursday were only having a taste of what it is like to find 
themselves as the target of Israeli wrath — a reality Arabs have 
to live with every day in the occupied territories. 

However, the underlying question here is: would the Israelis 
have behaved in the manner they did on Thursday had it not 
been for the self-assurance of the reaction, or more accurately, 
the lack of reaction, from the governments of the foreigners 
involved? Washington recently told Israel to stop its discri- 
minatory practices against Arab-Americans and black Amer- 
icans, and we now wonder what is the reaction from the U.S. to 
the latest incident which involved at least half a dozen 
American citizens. The Israelis seem to be unperturbed by the 
prospect of any American or international reaction as there is 
tittle doubt that such reaction, if it comes at all, would fall short 
of even Israel’s worst fears. 
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AJ Ra'i: Shamir and his lies 

ISRAEL’S Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir told visiting U.S. Con- 
gressmen Friday that he was expecting direct peace talks with Jordan. 
Shamir himself could not believe his own lies and fabrications and 
still he did not not feel embarrassed in making the statement before 
the U.S. Congressmen for the sake of presenting his government as 
one seeking peace. Jordan has time and again reiterated its position 
clearly that it is for a genuine and comprehensive peace embodying 
the whole region and based on Arab peace plans and United Nations 
Security Council resolutions. These plans and resolutions do not 
condone the acquisition of Arab land and Israeli occupation of Arab 
territory but call for the recognition of the rights of the Palestinian 
people. Jordan believes that peace can be achieved under the U.N. 
umbrella and through the participation of all concerned parties 
including the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO). Jordan has 
time and again reiterated that it can not and will not acr on behalf of 
the PLO or serve as a substitute for the Palestinian people in peace 
talks. This clearly means that Jordan will not enter into separate 
peace talks with Israel and cannot accept a partial solution for the 
Middle East problem that can not lead to permanent peace. Shamir’s 
claims and fabrications about direct talks with Jordan are not a 
novelty, and these lies are bound to meet the same fate as those of 
the past, and will never force Jordan to budge from its national stand 
and its pan-Arab commitments. 

AI Dus tour: Israel will get Lavi in the end 

ISRAEL'S official stand with regard to the production of the Lavi 
war plane and the American opposition to Israel’s plans should call 
for contemplation over U.S.- Israeli relations. The Israeli finance and 
defence ministers, reached a final decision under U.S. pressure to 
call off plans for the plane’s production only to be surprised to hear 
the Israeli prime minister and foreign minister giving their whole- 
hearted support for the project. The "projected plane of which 50 per 
cent is to be manufactured in the United States will cost Israel a 
fortune and will serve as a heavy burden on the Israeli economy. This 
is correct in the estimates of the finance and defence ministries but 
the idea of scrapping the project does not serve the political 
objectives of the prime minister and his foreign minister who are 
after the votes of the Israeli electorate. These two seek to ensure 
sufficient votes for themselves by any means even if that means 
sacrificing the interests of other Israeli leaders and in contradiction of 
all reason and logic. This situation will place the Americans face to 
face with a real challenge, specially for the U.S. secretaries of state 
and defence who had threatened to stop American military aid to 
Israel if it went on with its project. We are certain that U.S. officials 
will be forced to withdraw their threats and that the Israelis will get 
what they want of American assistance and perhaps they will go 
ahead with their Lavi plans unperturbed. This will happen simply 
because of the U.S. -Israeli strategic alliance that binds the two 
parties strongly together. 

Sawt A I Shaab : Solution is with Lebanese 
themselves 

THE Lebanese people these days live through a formidable spectre 
of hunger and famine, now that the Lebanese pound has lost its value 
and the economic crisis has reached uncontrolled proportions. The 
Lebanese people who lived for many years through a civil strife 
continue to face this crisis with apprehension and deep concern and 
hear their leaders now and then warn of the grave consequences of 
this situation. It should be emphasised that it was the war and the 
lack of confidence among the Lebanese people and their leaders that 
led to the present situation and it should be said that the only means 
that can help the Lebanese to rebuild their economy lies through 
their reconciliation and their making peace among themselves. Peace 
among the different factions and parties can pave the way for the 
reconstruction of the country’s various institutions and help stop the 
economic situation from further deterioration. Most of the Lebanese 
people are poor now as a result of the whirlpool of violence and the 
long years of internal conflict. Perhaps getting together for rebuilding 
the"economy can serve as a means for unifying the factions and the 
parties of Lebanon and direct their efforts towards safeguarding the 
unity and territorial integrity of their nation. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Why government is growing bigger and bigger? 


RELATIVE to the size of Jordan, its population and economy, the 
Jordanian government might be one of the biggest governments on 
earth, save for the socialist countries. Its expenditure is around 62 
percent of the gross domestic product. It accounts for 40 per cent of 
the labour force. If we include off-budget public institutions of the 
public sector, these two figures will shoot up even higher. 

The growth of government in Jordan during the last four decades 
is anything but unique. The rapid growth of governments and the 
augmentation of their roles in public life are common phenomena 
covering all countries in the world since World War II, but on 
varying degrees. 

The size of government and the evolution of its role in a given 
country can be measured by the public expenditure taken as a ratio 
of the national income or gross national product. This ratio reached 
34 per cent in the United States, including federal, state and local 

f overnments. In Western Europe it ranged between 31 per cent in 
pain, at the lowest point of the spectrum and 51 per cent in 
Denmark at the highest point. The overall European average is 42 
per cent. This indicates that the relative size of the Jordanian 
government is much bigger than the normal size of modem 
governments even after their phenomenal growth following the war 
and the establishment of welfare states. 

The underlying reasons for the growth of governments in general 
are: 


1. People look to the government as an instrument to redestri- 
bute income more equitably among the population. Its growth 
therefore is thought of as an advancement to the cause of justice. 

2. The government is seen as a provider of essential services to 
the public without the side-effects of the private sector investments. 

3. Special interest groups whose interests are best served by a 
biased government have every reason to support bigger role for the 
government. They can extract more benefits if the government 
spent more money as long as the cost is spread equally over all the 
taxpayers. 

4. The bureaucracy is also very much interested in a bigger 

g overnment and in enhancing its role in public life. The more 
ranches and departments the government has, the more opportu- 
nities and ranks they will have and, the greater the role of the 
government the more power they will exercise. 

5. It is a financial illusion that the government was always able to 
increase its expenditure without directly increasing visible taxes on 
the citizens. The extra expenses may be funded through deficit, 
borrowing and inflationary expansion of printed money. This 
illusion is responsible for the tendency of ail governments to borrow 
internally and externally. Of course, the citizens will eventually 
have to pay the bill. All government outlays will in the last analysis 
be born by its citizens either in the form of higher taxes in the future 
to repay the loans plus interest or in the form of inflation which 


reduces the real value of their current income and previous savings. 
Governments do not create money from thin air, the people wjfl 
have to pay the cost of all the government services either today or 
tomorrow, whether they realise the fact or not. 

Beside the above five factors, which were cited bya ream 
International Monetary Fund paper, one has to add a Sixth factor 
affecting the size of the Jordanian gvemment in particular. It is that 
the government grew under the umbrella of British financial 
support, followed by American aid and finally Arab aid. This 
enabled the government to grow in size and to shoulder more 
responsibilities than it can handle on its own resources. 

Except for foreign aid, which is not guaranteed to continue 
indefinitely, the other five factors will continue to worfif overtime, 
and impact the size of government. There is no limit where these 
factors become satisfied and cease to influence the government. 
Moreover, anyone who tries to block the overgrowth of govern- 
ment will inevitably find himself politically in. a difficult position. 
He may be accused of standing against the public interest or, worse, 
against social justice. He may be shunned by the strong bureaucra- 
cy and described as an enemy of the people. This is why it is always 
easy to pass laws and inflated budgets which raised the size of the 
government year after year and will continue to do so until the 
situation reaches a point of crisis. 


Unanswered questions remain 
following Reagan’s speech 


By William M. Welch 

The .Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Ronald Reagan is seeking to 
move beyond the Iran-contra 
affair without addressing the un- 
answered questions, declaring 
that “there’s nothing I can say 
that will make the situation 
right.” 

Reagan's televised address to 
the nation Wednesday night was 
his third major speech aimed at 
dislodging his administration 
from the Iran-contra mire. 

His look to the future and 
acceptance of ultimate accounta- 
bility was delivered without men- 
tion of his own past conflicting 
statements or rhe potential ille-- 
gality of his aides' acts . It pro- 
vided no new answers. 

Reagan, for instance, didn’t 
address what may be the biggest 
questions remaining for him: 

How can a president propelled 
into office by frustration over 
hostages in Iran seven years ago 
fail to remember approving the 
sale of weapons to that country? 

And if he did forget, what else 
has he forgotten? What else was 
kept from him? 

Reagan has maintained he can- 
not recall signing the December 
1985 documents authorising the 
sale of U.S. arms to Iran — a 
document that flies in the face of 


his long-stated insistence that 
there was no swap for hostages. 

Both former National Security 
Adviser John Poindexter and 
fired aide Oliver North testified 
that Reagan did sign it, and 
Poindexter said he destroyed the 
paper to save Reagan from poli- 
tical embarrassment. 

Reagan did not say whether he 
would offer pardons to North or 
Poindexter, should they face 
charges. Nor did he even mention 
the* possibility that current or 
former administration officials 
could face prosecution. 

None has been indicted, but 
independent counsel Lawrence 
Walsh is conducting a broad cri- 
minal probe. " 

Polls consistently show most 
Americans don't believe Reagan 
on the Iran-contra affair. 
Although he has rebounded a bit 
in the latest surveys, the affair has 
left his credibility tattered, 
brought numerous changes of his 
staff and left the administration 
distracted. 

Reagan said he had become 
preoccupied with the American 
hostages held in Lebanon, and 
the arms sale to Iran and di- 
plomatic goals became tangled. 

“This was a mistake,” he said. 
“I have thought long and often 
about how to explain to you what 
I intended to accomplish, but I 
respect you too much to make 


execuses. The fact of the matter is 
that there’s nothing I can say that 
will make the situation right.” 

Reagan said be wanted it put 
“in capital letters’’ that be didn't 
know of the diversion of Iranian 
arms-sale profits to the Nicara- 
guan contra rebels. 

Yet he stopped short of saying 
what he would have done if he 
had known. 

Poindexter, testifying before 
Congress, said he didn’t tell 
Reagan of the diversion so that 
president could deny it later. But 
he also insisted that Reagan 
would have approved of the di- 
version. had be known. 

In his address, Reagan sug- 
gested that he'd been shielded by 
aides from what was happening 
within his own presidency. As a 
defence, it’s hardly one that 
answers critics who say he's been 
confused or detached. 

“I am the one who is ultimately 
accountable to the American 
people,” Reagan said. “No presi- 
dent should ever be protected 
from the truth. ...I had the right, 
the obligation, to make my own 
decision.” 

Reagan didn’t deal with the 
conflicting statements he has 
made over the past nine months. 

When the story about the Iran 
arms deal first emerged, Reagan ‘ 
dismissed it as having “no found- 
ation.” As evidence accumu- 



lated. he was forced to acknow- 
ledge it was true. 

Subsequently, the president 
changed his story several times, 
rejecting and later accepting the* 
notion that he traded arras for 
American hostages held in 
Lebanon. 


the subject since a March 4 
address responding to an inves- 
tigation of the affair by a three- 
member panel he appointed. 
Thar board’s report concluded 
that Reagan “did not seem to be 
aware of ...the full consequ- 
ences” of his orders. 


He largely has been silent on Reagan also didn’t address the 


role of the late CIA director 
William Casey, a close friend and 
former campaign manager. 
Casey, who carried his stoiy un- 
told to the grave last May, has 
been depicted by North - as die 
architect and overseer of the 
Iran-contra diversion and planner 
of a larger off- the- books covert 
network. 


Soviet Union seen pursuing 
skilful diplomacy in Gulf 


Zahir Shah option seems to gain 
ground among Afghan exiles 


MOSCOW — With Western 
attention riveted on growing ten- 
sions in the Gulf region, die 
Soviet Union has been quietly 
courting Iran in moves aimed at 
improving its standing in the re- 
gion, Arab and Western diplo- 
mats in Moscow say. 

The diplomats say Moscow’s 
skilful diplomacy in recent weeks 
has given the Soviet Union en- 
hanced credibility among Gulf 
Arab states as a potential future 
mediator between Iran and Iraq 
in their seven-year-old conflict. 

Such a role would boost Soviet 
prestige in the strategic region, 
where it has already seized the 
diplomatic advantage from the 
United States, according to the 
sources. 

“The Soviet Union is trying to 
position itself to play a construc- 
tive role if and when a real 
opportunity arises to solve the 
conflict between Iran and Iraq,” 
an Arab diplomatic source told 
Reuters. 

He cited an agreement 
announced last week by Moscow 
and Tehran to cooperate on 
large-scale economic projects and 
to deepen bilateral relations, 
adding: "The Soviets have 
already positioned themselves as 
the sole mediator at this point.” 

The economic cooperation 
accord was forged despite Mos- 
cow's role as Iraq's major arms 
supplier and its protection of 
Kuwaiti oil against Iranian 
attack, and despite Iranian aid to 
rebels fighting the Soviet-backed 
Afghan government. 

Although no contracts have yet 
been signed, the accord could 
assume strategic significance if it 
brought increased Soviet access 
to the Gulf via proposed rail links 
with Iran. 

Western diplomats said it was 
too early to judge the importance 
of the accord, announced after 
Soviet First Deputy Foreign 
Minister Yuli Vorontsov visited 
Tehran and Baghdad. 

"Vorontsov’s trip was a way of 
showing the United States that 
Moscow had better relations with 
both sides,” one Western envoy 
commented. 

Diplomats say Gulf states view 
Moscow's moves toward impro- 
ving relations with Iran while 


By Mary Ellen Bortin 

Reuter 

continuing to support Iraq as a 
positive development which 
could create new avenues for 
dialogue with Tehran's Islamic 
government. 

“If the Soviets are smart 
enough to maintain relations with 
both countries, they would have 
leverage in stopping the war,” an 
Arab diplomatic source said. 
“They would gain big credibility 
with other Gulf countries if they 
succeeded." 

He said that despite reserva- 
tions among the Gulfs oil-pro- 
ducing states about increased 
Soviet influence in the region, 
they would welcome a role for 
Moscow as peacemaker if this 
restored stability. 

But both Western and Arab 
envoys cautioned that Iran could 
be seeking to manipulate the 
Soviet Union and the long-term 
effects of the current contacts 
remained to be seen. 

Moscow's effort to improve ties 
with Tehran after a sour spell in 
the early 1980s has gathered pace 
amid moves by Washington to 
restore its credibility in the region 
following the scandal over secret 
arms sales to Iran. 

When Washington began its 
naval build-up in the Gulf, send- 
ing warships to protect reflagged 
Kuwaiti oil tankers, Moscow 
quickly called for the removal of 
all foreign warships from the re- 
gion. Iran readily endorsed the 
proposal. 

ITie Soviet Union, meanwhile, 
has continued carrying Kuwaiti 
oil through the strategic 
waterway. 

Although one of three Soviet 
tankers chartered by Kuwait was 
damaged by a mine last May, 
before Kuwaiti ships were put 
under the U.S. flag, the opera- 
tion has since continued calmly as 
Iran has stepped up threats 
against the United States. 

Moscow, which has had three 
minesweepers in the region for 
some time to protect Soviet ship- 
ping. did not immediately react to 
Tuesday’s announcement of de- 
spatch of British and French 
minesweepers to the Gulf. 

But it strongly attacked the 
strong U.S. naval presence, 
accusing Washington of seeking 


hegemony in the region — a 
position hilly in tune with that of 
Tehran, which has eased hostile 
rhetoric against its northern 
neighbour recently. 

Diplomats believe improved 
Soviet-Iranian ties may also have 
contributed to Tehran’s restraint 
in reacting to a United Nations 
resolution demanding a ceasefire 
in the Gulf war. 

Iran, which has refused to 
negotiate a settlement with Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein, Tues- 
day has said it was not rejecting 
the ceasefire call, although it also 
did not accept it outright. Mos- 
cow has strongly backed the truce 
demand. 

The Soviet Union, which 
shares a 1 ,740- kilometre border 
with Iran, began seeking better 
ties 18 months ago, sending the 
highest-level delegation to 
Tehran since the 1979 Islamic 
revolution. 

Relations had cooled when 
Iran suspended natural gas de- 
liveries to the Soviet Union in a 
price dispute after the Shah's 
overthrow and the chill deepened 
seriously in 1983 when Tehran 
suppressed the Soviet-backed 
Tudeh (Communist) Party. 

A series of diplomatic expul- 
sions followed and in 1985, as 
hundreds of Soviet technicians 
quit Iran due to Iraqi bombings of 
economic targets, Tehran listed 
the Soviet presence in Afghanis- 
tan, its arms sales to Iraq and 
abandoned bilateral projects as 
major obstacles to better rela- 
tions. 

With the prospect of a resump- 
tion of work on joint ecooomic 
projects and warmer Soviet-Ira- 
nian political relations now in 
sight, diplomats expect Moscow 
to seek to use the situation to 
strengthen ties with other states 
in the region. 

Well-informed Arab sources 
said Oman, which established di- 
plomatic relations with the Soviet 
Union in 1985, planned to send 
its first resident ambassador to 
Moscow lace this year. 

Moves are also under way to 
open a United Arab Emirates 
embassy in Moscow following the 
arrival of a Soviet ambassador in 
Abu Dhabi last autumn. 


By Oliver Wales 

Reuter 

WANA, Pakistan — The belief 
that former King Zahir Shah is 
the best hope for peace in Afgha- 
nistan seems to be gaining ground 
among exiles in Pakistan. 

Guerrillas and refugees alike 
are showing signs of impatience 
with the rail ore of the seven 
established rebel parties to bring 
the nine-year-old conflict any 
nearer an end. 

A recent disputed survey in 
refugee camps in Pakistan 
showed 72 per cent favoured the 
former king as national leader. 

Prominent exiles and Western 
Afgban-watchers say there is lit- 
tle enthusiasm for restoration of 
an all-powerful hereditary 
monarchy. The Kabul govern- 
ment’s “national reconciliation” 
drive has also failed to win over 
opponents. 

The three million Afghans in 
Pakistan are fed up with life in 
refugee camps and see Zahir 
Shah, ousted after 40 year’s reign 
in 1973, as the best hope for a 
peace settlement which would en- 
able them to return home. 

“Zahir Shah is a good man. 
everybody here likes the king,” 
said schoolteacher Sultan 
Mahmoud at a refugee camp near 
Wana, high up in the mountains 
near the Afghan border. 

One senior aid worker at Wana 
said die king was supported less 
for himself than as a symbol of 
the days before the upheavals of 
the April 1978 communist 
takeover and the Soviet interven- 
tion the following year. 

“Any solution which would 
suggest to die refugees a return to 
the situation before the Saur 
(April) revolution, a return to 
normal, would be acceptable,” he 
said. . 

“The people who are shouting 
for Zahir Shah, it is not out of 
love for Zahir Shah, it is a symbol 
of nationalism,” former Afghan 
diplomat Habibullah Karzai told 
Reuters in the western Pakistani 
city of Quetta. 

“It means a genuine reconcilia- 
tion, a return to their farms, an 
mid to the humiliation of the 
Afghan people. We are not fol- 
lowers of the king, but we want 
our country back.” 

Supporters of the “Zahir Shah 
option” have put him forward 
over the past few months as the 
only possible compromise leader 



Ex-king Zahir Shah 

in a peace settlement, who could 
bridge the bitter division between 
Afghans. 

The mild-mannered former 
monarch has said he would be 
prepared to return. The Kre mlin 
has been promoting contacts with 
his supporters and the Kabul gov- 
ernment has said it would be 
prepared to allow him back. 

However, opposition is still 
strong among some of the seven 
rebel parties based in Peshawar, 
north-western Pakistan. 

Radicals such as Guibuddin 

Hekmatyar accuse him of letting 
the communists pave the way for 
the coup during his reign. The 
largely non-Pashtun Jamiat-I- 
Islami party also has doubts ab- 
out bringing back a Pasbtun 
ruler. 

Hekmatyar insists that only a 
leader from the rebels could take 
over after a Soviet withdrawal, 
and in a speech last week chal- 
lenged the controversial opinion 
poll as a fraud. 

The survey was carried ont 
from January to July by the 
Afghan Information Centre, a 
Peshawar organisation run by ex- 
iles, which publishes reports on 
the conflict. 

The centre says it interviewed 
2,000 refugees and fighters from 
23 of the 28 Afghan provinces, all 
the main ethnic groups, and affili- 
ated to all seven parties. 

Every one rejected “national 
reconciliation” and said they 
wanted to return only when 
Soviet troops were withdrawn. 

Asked who should be the 
national leader, 72 per cent said 
Zahir Shah and 10 per cent any 
Afghan Muslim- Another 13 per 
cent wanted a “pure Islamic 


state,” but less than half a per 
cent named one of the party 
leaders. 

“It seems a mere fabrication, 
they are not neutral.” a spokes- 
man for Hekmatyar’s Hezb-I- 
Islami party said. “A neutral 
should carry out such a survey. 
The majority of the people of 
Afghanistan know that Zahir 
Shah’s time is over.” 

Disenchantment with the 
Peshawar leaders was also evi- 
dent at a recent pro-king meeting 
of 400 rebels ana commanders in 
Quetta, attended by men affili- 
ated to all seven parties. 

The meeting was called to de- 
nounce radical leader Abdurrab 
Rasul Sayyaf, who had insulted 
Za h ir Shah the previous day by 
calling him “kafir," or non-Mus- 
lim. The meeting turned into a 
general attack on all parties. 

“Our leaders are just fighting 
for positions, they don't care ab- 
out Afghanistan,” Haji Maghash, 
a r gap-toothed commander from 
Kandahar said. “If they don’t like 
Zahir Shah, why don’t they just 
get together and choose a new 
leader instead?" 

Haji Mohammad Shah, a com- 
mander from the western pro- 
vince of Farah, called on the 
Pa ki s t ani government to kick out 
the leaders and on countries sup- 
porting the rebels to donate arms 
direct to the military comman- 
ders. 

^tp resent the arms provided 
by Western and conservative 
Arab states are distributed 
through the Peshawar parties, 
which greatly increases their in- 
fluence, Western diplomats say. 

Further evidence of rebel im- 
patience with their parly leaders 
»me last month, when comman- 
ders inside Afghanistan held a 
12-day conference in the central 
province of Ghor. 

A report from Ismael Khan, 
one of the best-known military 
leaders with great influence in the 
east and northwest, said it was 
attended by 1,200 commanders 
from all over the country. 

The^ conference decided to set 
“P* ‘ supreme jihad council” to 
coordinate not only the “holy 
war against the Soviet and gov- 
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The council would be elected at 
leering to be held 
Afghanistan within the 
next six months. 
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Soviet historian deflates myths 
<>Y©r Brezhnev and Chernenko 


By Tony Barber 
Reuters 

MOSCOW — a professional 
historian has deflated a long- 
standing official myth by saying 
Soviet writers for years exagger- 
ated the wartime exploits offor- 
mer presidents Leonid Brezhnev 
and Konstantin Chernenko. 

Stating facts that as little as 
three years ago could have landed 
him in serious trouble, Yury 
Polyakov said the two late leaders 
were not the World War II heroes 
the Soviet public had been told to 
revere. 

Polyakov’s remarks, made in 
an interview with the literary 
journal Literaturaaya Gazeta, 
added a new theme to the official- 
ly encouraged campaign to let 
Soviet people know the full truth 
about their history. 

Brezhnev, who governed the 
country from 1964 to 1982, has 
already come under attack from 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
and bis supporters for letting the 
country stagnate from the late 
1970$ onwards. 

Chernenko, who ruled from 
February 1984 to March 1985. has 
been, implicated in these denun- 
ciations since he was Brezhnev’s 
right-hand man. But until 
Golyakov’s interview, no-one had 
-shftpusly challenged the wartime 
Stoles of the two leaders. 
-^Polyakov devoted his com- 


ments to the battle of Malaya 
Zemlya, a once little-known en- 
gagement near the Black Sea 
coast where Soviet forces pre- 
vented Nazi landings in 1943. 

The battle was given little 
attention in Soviet war histories 
until the late 1960s when Brezh- 
nev established his primacy over 
other leaders who emerged with 
rum after the ousting of Nikita 
Khrushchev in 1964. 

Scores of Soviet writers began 
to describe the battle as a turning 
point in World War II compara- 
ble with the battle of Stalingrad 
and the defence of Leningrad. 

Brezhnev’s own account of the 
battle, in which he was officially 
said to have come close to death, 
was given the top Soviet literary 
prize. A song written about it was 
once the most frequently-played 
tune with a war theme on Mos- 
cow Radio. 

Polyakov observed: “Mono- 
graphs and scientific and popular 
articles were written about the 
decisive significance of Brezh- 
nev’s action at Malaya Zemlya. It 
was touched up to the utmost 
extent in booklets and solid, mul- 
ti-volume works.” 

Brezhnev was a political com- 
missar in Woiid War II, one of 
thousands of party personnel who 
were attached to armed forces 
but were not soldiers. 


as a frontier guard near the Polyakov sidesteps the point 
Chinese border, Polyakov said: that it was not only official histor- 
"Viewpoints that were clearly ex- ians but Brezhnev’s Kremlin ex- 


aggerated began to appear about 
Chernenko’s role in \ the great 
patriotic war.” \ 

He appeared to havd in mind a 
film documentary screened in 
1984 called “Outpost of Youth" 
which showed a man who had 
served at Chernenko's . frontier 
post in eastern Kazakhstan. 

The man told in heroic lan- 
guage how Chernenko’s unit had 
tracked down a foreign gang of 
cattle-rustlers. One trooper was 
killed and another wounded, but 
the cattle were saved. 

The armed forces newspaper 
Krasnaya Zvezda meanwhile dis- 
closed that Chernenko had been 
a good rifle marksman and “al- 
ways hir the targets throwing 
hand grenades." 

Many Muscovites tell fore- 
igners now that they never placed 
much faith in the official accounts 
of the military prowess of Brezh- 
nev and Chernenko. 

“The prestige of historical sri- 


leagues who lavished extravagant 
praise on the late leader. 

Most notable among these was 
Geidar Aliyev, a former KGB 
security police chief in Azerbai- 
jan who is still a member of the 
ruling politburo. He once called 
Brezhnev “the most influential 
and authoritative politician in our 
planet.” 

Even Gorbachev, when Com- 
munist Party leader in his home 
area of Stavropol, said of a 
Brezhnev literary work in the 
1970s: “In the depths of its 
ideological content, in the 
breadth of the author's gener- 
alisations and opinions, it has 
become a great event in public 
life.” 

Such remarks were virtually 
obligatory at the time for thrust- 
ing young leaders looking to adv- 
ance their careers, but Polyakov 
made clear the myths about 
Brezhnev were finally ro be con- 
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ence, especially as regards its 10 oblivion. 


main directions, declined,” 
Polyakov commented. “The pub- 
lic lost confidence in the word of 
an historian ... time-serving 
(praising one's superiors to gain 
favour) made researchers over- 
emphasise to infinity certain his- 
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As tor Chernenko, who did not- torical events and exaggerate the 
fight in World War II but served role of some leaders." 


His interview recalled a joke 
that circulated in Moscow in the 
early 1980s, according to which 
the names of the four Soviet 
leaders were Vladimir (Lenin) 
the wise, Josef (Stalin) the Terri- 
ble. Nikita (Khrushchev) the 
Miracle-Worker, and Leonid 
(Brezhnev) the Writer of Fables. 


thousands ask for 
Concealed weapons 
applications in Florida 


By Diana Smith 

Tie Associated Press 
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.‘ TALLAHASSEE, Florida — 

‘ Tfipfaiinber of people licensed to 
aesy concealed weapons in Flor- 
ida ts expected to rise dramatical- 
ly next year under a new state 
law. 

“That’s a frightening thought,” 
said state Representative Mike 
Abrams, who fought the legisla- 
tion. 

“The streets may be a little 
safer," said state Rep. Ron John- 
son, the driving force behind pas- 
sage of the bill that goes into 
effect Oct. 1. 

State officials predict 120,000 
people will apply for the state 
licenses to carry guns concealed 
on their bodies or in their purses, 
coat pockets or boots. And they 
expect most of the applicants will 
qualify. 

No more than 10,000 to 15,000 
people statewide currently are 
licensed by local governments to 
cany concealed guns. 

The legislature last spring pas- 
sed both the concealed weapons 
bill and a companion measure 


that wiped out all the local gun- 
control ordinances in favour of 
uniform, statewide laws. 

The local ordinances in most 
urban counties limited cany per- 
mits to people with a work-re- 
lated need tor a weapon. 

But under the new law, a per- 
son with no criminal record need 
only pass a gun safety course, pay 
a $125 fee and express a need to 
cany a handgun, such as a con- 
cern for personal safety. They 
also will be fingerprinted. - 

Critics complained the new law 
would make getting a license to 
carry a concealed weapon easier 
than getting a driver's license. 
State Attorney General Bob But- 
terworth called it "the gun dealer 
relief act.” 

Abrams and others fear the law 
sends a bad message about 
lawlessness and retribution, parti- 
cularly in light of a recent shoot- 
ing spree that left three people 
dead in a Port St. Joe courthouse 
and random shootings on Califor- 
nia freeways. 

But Johnson said he finds the 
thought of armed citizens com- 
forting. Thugs might think twice 


before menacing law-abiding 
people if they think they might be 
facing a gun, he said. 

“It's our belief we might poss- 
ibly see a decrease in the crime 
rate... because criminals don’t 
want to be shot,” said Marion 
Hammer, a lobbyist for Unified 
Sportsmen of Florida, backed by 
the National Rifle Association. 

Johnson was a close friend of 
Circuit Judge W.L. Bailey and 
Attorney Tom Ingles, who were 
gunned down following an ali- 
mony hearing July 28 by an angry 
ex-husband. Also killed was the 
former sister-in-law of the gun- 
man, who has been charged with 
three counts of first-degree 
murder. 

Johnson said no law could have 


prevented those shootings. 

“There are two types of people 
on the street: law-abiding citizens 
and criminals. I don’t know what 
kind of law you can pass to keep 
the criminals from doing what 
they do," Johnson said. 

State officials say the finger- 
printing and training require- 
ments should discourage crimin- 
als and mentally unstable people 
from applying. 

Urban communities are more 
concerned about gun control be- 
cause crowding, traffic jams and 
other irritations of city living can 
cause tempers to flare quickly. 

“Guns have a tendency to 
make a disagreement a tragedy,” 
said state Rep. Mike Friedman. 


: Revamped comic heroes are weaker and bitter 


By Christopher Hanson 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — How comic 
books have changed. 

Superman, the all-powerful 
hero in red cape and blue 
leotards, was once self-confident 
and taciturn. Today he is gentle, 
vulnerable and not as strong. 

He is still faster than a speeding 
bullet, but he gets tired, suffers 
pain, worries and talks about his 


— — cr - 

Batman — once an upstanding, 
straight-laced and slightly clow- 
nish crime fighter — is now a 
bitter, cruel vigilante. 

He shoots first and asks ques- 
tions later. 

Supergirl is dead. 

Wonderwoman. the Flash, 
Green Lantern and other heroes 
created by New York-based D.C. 
Comics, whose characters are 
widely known around the world, 
have received major face lifts. 

Jenette Kahn, president of 
D.C. l which stands for detective 
comas), explained the changes 
recently at the opening of an 
exhibition celebrating 50 years of 
Superman at Washington's 
National Museum of American 
History. 

"Superman is our flagship 
character, but after 50 years and 
. over 12,000 Superman stories, we 
thought there was a coat of rust 
on the man of steel," Kahn told 
reporters. 

As Superman was revamped, 
so were Batman and others, she 
said "Our readers have changed 
and comics change with them.** 

The most striking transforma- 
tion is that of Batman, the "caped 
crusader” who has fought crime 
m “Gotham City” with partner 
Robin, the boy wonder, smee his 
1539 comics debut. 

Tic Dynamic duo, as the team 
is known, had been depicted as 
noble and scrupulously law-abid- 
ing allies of the police. A Batman 
television series in the 1960s. still 
syndicated around the world, was 
wildly over-acted, adding a- 
"camp" comic tone. 

But the new Batman, who 
appears in a comic called “The 
Dark Knight,” is something else 



Comic books, once aimed at children, have changed their image over 
the years. Batman, once an outst and ing, straight-faced and slightly 
clownish figure, is now a bitter, sadistic vigilante who shoots first and 
as&s questions later. 

entirely an angry, vengeful The new Batman has drawn 

man in the spirit of the “Death praise from serious critics such as 
Wish” films in which Charles Vanity Fair magazine’s James 
Bronson played a brutal vigilante Wolcott, who compared the dark, 
tilling street punks. brooding . Jitwork in ‘Dark 

On one recent scene, Batman Knight with Film Noir black- 
pounds a criminal’s face to jelly, and-white detective classics like 
savina “It’s an operating table, “The Maltese Falcon." 

Sd i’m the sur&on.” But Wolcott faulty the wg.- 

In another, he dangles a thug lante theme, which Washington 
from the roof of a skycraper, Post critic Lloyd Rose deemed 
rf*Harinp “The scream alone is deeply disturbing: “This Batman- 
} t •• has, to put it mildly, an attitude 

In the new series. Batman, in problem. , 

his late 50s, comes out of retire- The changes in Superman s 
ment to attack crime and corrup- character are also striking, 
tion in a world racked by limited One problem with the old Su- 
nudearwar nuclear winter with perman was that he was just too 
a MroetualJy dark sky, and a race powerful. He was impervious to 

o/mutant criminals who must be weapons, coaid at 

speed, move mountains and nev- 

Baman’s new "Robin’* is a er even run out of breath. 
13S“d girt who escapes the VUlaim did not sta nd a 
boredom of ife with her ex- against him, forcing comic and 
boreoom oi iu writers into monotonous 

^ Batman ^ridden with guilt for — to taw-* - * 
J a?“i£ms done in by iris metal from Superman’s home 

Mh.W- often £ the . 

able, Kahn said. He can be defe- 


^This time Batman kills him. 


ated. 

In the current issue, for inst- 
ance, he complains he is ex- 
hausted from the previous 
mouth's adventure. He is nearly 
burned up by a flame-throwing 
monster and confesses, “I don’t 
think my invulnerability is up to 
stopping it.” 

Other D.C. characters with su- 
per powers — Supergirl and a 
menagerie including Superdog, 
Supermonkey, and Superhorse — 
have been "bumped off” to sim- 
plify things, Kahn said. 

SupeiguTs death in a recent 
comic drew hate mail, she said, 
but Superman is now the only 
hero with super speed, super 
breath (for blowing back tidal 
waves) and X-ray vision. 

The old Superman was self- 
confident, even arrogant. 

The new one worries about 
being fired in his secret identify as 
newspaper reporter Clark Kent 
because be is too busy being 
Superman. He worries about los- 
ing his girl friend for the same 
.reason and in the July issue must 
cancel a date with her in order to 
save a small village in Brazil. 

"Maybe being two people is 
too much,” he frets. 

Kahn put it, "this new '80s 
Superman is more vulnerable, 
more human, in touch with his 
feelings, a member of the 'me 
generation’ with a sense of his 
interior life.” 

Other characters are also 
changing. Wonder woman, a daz- 
zling do-gooder in a hip-hugging 
red, white, and blue costume, has 
been made more powerful and 
god-like. 

Face lifts of other super heroes 
are yet to be unvefled. 

Kahn said the changes are 
aimed at pleasing older readers. 

“There are still kids who go to 
newsstands clutching their allo- 
wances to buy comics, '* she said. 

“But most of our readers are 
teenagers or the college-edu- 
cated, upwardly mobile. They’re 
d emandin g more sophisticated 

stories. 

"it seems people who started 
reading comics (as kids) just 
didn’t want to give up the habit.” 



Mini makes sensational 
come-back on couture 



Bob Jobbins 

New head 
for BBC 
Arabic 
service 

BOB Jobbins, Cairo correspon- 
dent and chief of BBC Bureau, 
Cairo, has been appointed head 
of the BBC Arabic service. He 
joins the service as head of ser- 
vice designate in the near future, 
and will take over full responsibi- 
lities from James Norris, who is 
retiring, early in 1988. 

Jobbins, 45, comes from a 
small town just north of London. 
After leaving school, he worked 
on a local paper as a reporter and 
feature writer. In 1964 he joined 
the Swiss Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion as a sub-editor, and the next 
seven years were spent in in- 
creasingly senior editorial posi- 
tions in the Swiss Broadcasting 
Corporation, Age nee France 
Presse, and the Tehran Journal. 

Jobbins joined BBC external 
services news in 1972 as chief 
sub-editor, and three years later 
became assistant diplomatic cor- 
respondent. From 1977-1986 he 
occupied positions as BBC cor- 
respondent and chief of bureau in 
Cairo, and Singapore. 

Jobbins is married with two 
sons. He speaks French, Arabic 
and some Spanish. 

The BBC Arabic service is the 
largest of the BBCs foreign lan- 
guage services, broadcasting to 
the Middle East and North Africa 
for 63 hours a week — BBC press 
release. 


By Siizy Patterson 

The Associated Press 

PARIS — The mini is with us 
again. It's both updated and 
younger than ever, as shown by 
the haute couture houses last 
week. 

Couturiers used eveiy possible 
cut and luxury fabric in their 
expensive clothes. But they all 
agreed that legs must be bared, 
from the knee to high enough on 
the thigh to please even a street- 
walker. 

This was not just a retrospec- 
tive of the sixties, as each house 
differed in new approaches. 
Christian Lacroix, the newest star 
in the fashion galaxy, based bis 
puffy short skirts and shaw [-wrap- 
ped shoulders on folklore drawn 
from his hometown of Arles in 
southern France. 

Yves Saint Laurent's women 
were sophisticated and glamor- 
ous. While some fashion critics 
crow that Lacroix has unseated 
3aint Laurent as the “king of 
Paris fashion,” others feel it's still 
too early to make such a drastic 
judgment. 

“Lacroix must now prove him- 
self in a sustained effort as a 
couturier,” said Uisel Jalou. edi- 
tor of rOffidal, a well-known 
glossy fashion magazine. 

There were 21 others this week 
making their own statements ab- 
out new fashions. Intricately 
■fashioned from fabulous fabrics, 
these clothes are not for the mass 
market. But they serve as clues 
l for what’s ootning up in both 
luxury and less expeusive ready- 
to-wear. 

There were big moments at 
Ungaro and Chanel, both opting 
for today's glamour based on 
history. 

Ungaro's post-victorians 
sashayed out in the most elabo- 
rate costumes possible, with gold 
leg o’mutton sleeves, immensely 
full skirts, cornucopia or car- 
tridge drapes. They flounced 
around in provocative, rich coats 
and dresses based on the renaiss- 
ance. 

Lagerfeld’s evening clothes for 
Chanel often featured stiffened, 
embroidered panniers from the 
18th century, some served up 
with very snort skirts. 

Scherrer showed updated 
Viennese waltzers or skaters. 
Feraud dressed women up in In- 
dian fringe or prints brightly pat- 
terned on American themes. 

Couture shapes for the mini 
went from oval to straight to 
tulip-draped skirts, often with fur 
edging, fringes and flounces for 


feminine effect. 

Balmain won the "golden thim- 
ble" prize for a couture approach 
to bermuda-length shorts with 
dressy, belted tunic tops, or taffe- 
ta wraps for evening. 

Puffball looks and huge drapes 
or bustle-bows came out for even- 
ing. Many of the flared skirts had 
stiffened crinolines underneath. 

Even fur coats were shortie 
length, and both Givenchy and 
Saint Laurent opted for beautiful- 
ly-coloured wool or leather short, 
squared coats with fox borders. 

Waist-cinched redingotes with 
caped shoulders or hourglass 
princess styles were offset by the 
more saucy look of swirly 
trapeze-line babydolls. 

Shoulders are still in, tailored 
with moderate padding for day- 
time as usual at Givenchy, Saint 
Laurent . Dior, Scherrer and 
elsewhere. Ungaro's were ex- 
aggerated, huge and puffed. 

Lacroix went the other way. 
His Arlesienne girl was strictly 
folklore, the shoulder draped to a 
sloped effect. Chanel shoulders 
were in moderate proportions for 
the very short skirts. 

There was more attention than 
ever to sassy little cocktail or 
evening outfits. Lesser-known 
houses like Lecoanet-Hemant 
and Mademoiselle Carven 
brought out gorgeously-cut cock- 
tail clothes. 

Some were swirling tulle dance 
dresses. Others were brocade 
suits or sexy, heart-shaped strap- 
less sheaths, sometimes topped 
with fitted peplum jackets or with 
embroidered boleros or perhaps a 
cloud of ostrich feathers. 
Chanel’s fetching new decollete is 
a lyre shape. 

Black velvet and lace were rwo 
winners. But there were also big 
splashes of colour in hot pink, 
tangerine, electric blue, emerald 
and amethyst — in panne velvets, 
lame, gazar silks, auchesse satin, 
faille. 

There were long, beaded and 
grand evening gowns, but many 
were minis in front — dipped or 
trailing trains in back, is this 
practical fashion? No, but it's not 
meant to be. This is haute cou- 
ture — a show both for the 
designer and the lucky women 
who will own these gowns. 

When worn with high-heeled 
pumps and sheer dark stockings 
to show off legs, the short-skirts 
looked more like dream clothes 
than all-weather winter gear, the 
domain of ready-to-wear. 

A few designers showed flat- 
heeled boots — best at Chanel in 
plaid to match the outfit. 
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Ishtar offends Arabs and others 


By Jocdyne Zablit 

The American- Arab Antl-Discri- 
mination Committee has called 
for a nationwide boycott of the 
movie "Ishtar" and' launched a 
letter-writing campaign against it, 
complaining about derogatory 
stereotypes of Arabs ana what 
the committee considers an offen- 
sive reference to Mecca in a song 
in the movie. Lebanese-born re- 
porter Jocelyne Zablit watched 
“ Ishtar ” from her Arab-Amer- 
ican vantage point. 

YES, there are camels. Yes, 
there are veils and headdresses. 
Yes, there is an evil emir. And, 
yes there are acres and acres of 
sand. 

But the stereotyped scenes and 
characters in the controversial 
movie "Ishtar” aren’t confined to 
Arabs or the Middle East. 

There are plenty of stereotypes 
to go around: Bungling CIA and 
KGB agents; a spoiled Jewish 


New Yorker; a naive Southerner 
who is just a shade more sophisti- 
cated man Gomer Pyle. 

The only nerves "Ishtar” has 
touched so far are those of Arab- 
Americans, who have seen a 
steady parade of movies and TV 
shows depicting their people in 
unfavourable light. The common 
threads for Middle Eastern peo- 
ple portrayed in such movies as 
"Protoool,” “Harem” and “Delta 
Force" are corrupt sheikhs, ter- 
rorist fanatics, and generally un- 
civilised Arabs. 

“Ishtar,” the movie starring 
Dustin Hoffman and Warren 
Beatty, came under fire in May 
by the American- Arab Anti-Dis- 
crimination Committee for what 
was seen as yet another degrading 
portrayal of Arabs. 

As a native of Lebanon, I 
viewed “Ishtar” to see what all 
the fuss was about. What I found 
most offensive — and I suspect 
most viewers, no matter what 
their heritage, will agree — were 


dumb jokes and a weak plot. 

Yes, Arabs take the usual beat- 
ing: There are the expected refer- 
ences to “fanatical and devout" 
Shi'ites. The emir is someone you 
wouldn't trust as far as you could 
throw. And none of the Arabic 
characters in the movie are por- 
trayed as educated or polished. 

But none of the Western char- 
acters are portrayed any better. 

When a CIA agent in a scene 
talks with Hoffman about Muam- 
mar Qadhafi, the Libyan leader, 
Hoffman professes complete 
ignorance of the man: He asks 
the agent if Qadhafi is a place 
near Ishtar, a fictional country 
□ear Morocco. Har-har. 

The references to Qadhafi and 
other political figures or world 
events, an apparent attempt to 
lend some authenticity to the 
movie, add nothing but injury to 
an already insulting script. 

What the makers of the movie 
don't seem to realise is that as 


much as terrorists, camels, veils, 
tents and sinister sheikhs may sell 
tickets, they do not present a 
realistic image of the Middle 
East. Of course, Hollywood may 
not want to do that. 

Believe it or not. most Arabic 
people don’t eat with their hands, 
as Hoffman and the CIA agent 
are shown doing in a restaurant in 
one scene, ostensibly to reflect 
local custom. 

Most women do not cover 
themselves with a veil and are not 
required to do so. And — sur- 
prise. surprise — every Arab 
doesn't have a camel grazing in 
his backyard. In fact, in many 
Arab countries the camels are 
there only to please Western 
tourists. 

“Ishtar,” too, is designed to 
please the West. 

But I seriously doubt that it 
will, any more than it will please 
people "of the Middle East — 
Detroit Free Press. 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Take away Ls available 

Open daily 12:1111-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnighr 

Tel. 638968 


: I EVERY | 
PAY f 

PEOPLE m NEED 


MAINTENANCE 

SERVICES 

CALL US! < 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 
Takeaway available 
Open daily 12:00-15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

< Tel: 661922 / 


/ CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 618214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

v. 6:30 - Midnight y 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 

Take-away service 

Open daily Noon ■ 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. -midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

TeU 641093 



P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 
3 Tel. 604671 E 


CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


Agents all one the wo t*a 
Tel: 66403d. 660552 
Tin 22105 BC5MCO JO 
Cabt*: NUMjtbohco. 
P.O. Baa 825417 
AMMAN JORDAN 
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English soccer season kicks off 
with trouble on and off the pitch 


LONDON (R) — The new soccer season invaded the 
English summer Saturday, bringing with it the usual 
quota of entertainment and shame. 

One-timeEngland striker Ker- 


ry Dixon scored the first goal of 
the 1987-88 'First Division cam- 
paign after ' five minutes in 
Chelsea's 1-1 home draw with 
Sheffield Wednesday, but 
Luton's Mick Harfbrd had made 
a less notable impact 60 seconds 
earlier. 

The combative striker became 
the first player to be shown the 
red card — reintroduced after an 
absence of six years — *■ when he 
was ordered off for a brptal tackle 
on Derby fullback Mel Page. 

In the Fourth Division, Scar- 
borough “celebrated" their first 
appearance in an English League 
fixture with a visit from once- 
mighty Wolverhampton Wander- 
ers. But the match was marred by 
fighting oo the terraces and a 


Wolverhampton fan was taken to 
hospital after being given the kiss 
of life. 

On the pitch, it was a similar 
story to last season as champions 
Everton made light of being with- 
out six first-team players to open 
their defence with a 1-0 home win 
over Norwich, fullback Paul Pow- 
er scoring the only goal after 35 
minutes. 

Liverpool, who finished 1986- 
87 without a trophy and then lost 
Ian Rush to Juyentus, made a 
splendid starr with a 2-1 win at 
Arsenal, their League Cup final 
conquerors last season, thanks to 
an 8/th minute winner by Scottish 
international defender Steve 
Nicol. 

Fielding their new four million 
sterling ($6.3 million) attack of 


John Aldridge and England for- 
wards Peter Beardsley and John 
Barnes for the first time, Liver- 
pool made an impressive start at 
Highbury. 

Aldridge qpened the scoring in 
the ninth minute after Beardsley 
and Barnes created the opening 
and, although Paul Davis equal- 
ised after 17 minutes, Liverpool's 
fighting qualities were rewarded 
when Nicol headed home from all 
of 15 metres during a goalmouth 
scramble. 

Though Chelsea, 2-1 winners 
over Wednesday, and newly- 
promoted Derby, who beat 
Luton 1-0, could be dangerous 
dark horses, Tottenham and 
Manchester United should pro- 
vide the main challenge to Ever- 
ton, Liverpool and Arsenal de- 
spite disappointing starts. 

Tottenham, now without 
Glenn Hoddle who is playing 
with Monaco in the French First 


Division, were involved in an 
F. A. Cup final rematch at Coven- 
try who nave been reinforced by 
the signing of Scotland striker 
David Speedie from Chelsea. 

And Speedie, who cost 
£750,000 ($1.2 million), wasted 
no time in making his mark for 
his new dub with a goal after 21 
minutes. Coventry fullback Greg 
Downes made it 2-0 before the 
interval and Gary Mabbutt 
scored a consolation goal for Tot- 
tenham near the end. 

Manchester United shared four 
goals in a 2-2 draw at South- 
ampton, Northern Ireland inter- 
national Norman Whiteside scor- 
ing both United goals with Dannv 
Wallace twice replying for home 

Glasgow Rangers’ miserable 
start in the Scottish Premier 
League continued at Aberdeen 
where they lost 2-0 to leave them 
with just one point from the 
opening three games. 


Athlete positively dope tested but escapes sanctions 


MOULINS, France (R) — A 
modern pentathlete who was 
positively dope tested during the 
1986 World Championships has 
escaped sanctions because papers 
accompanying his sample went 
missing, the secretary general of 
the sport's governing body, Thor 
Henning of Sweden', said 
Saturday. 


Random tests at the men’s 
championships in Montecatini, 
Italy, last year showed 12 athletes 
had taken drugs. 

The winner, “Anatoly Srarostin 
of the Soviet Union, was stripped 
of his title and banned from 
competing for 30 months along 
with the 11 others, plus three 
Poles who had been positively 


The National Soccer standings 

n 

I AMMAN (J.T.) 

— Results of Premier League 

Championships 

I matches played Fridav in the sixth week of the National Soccer 

1 Championship: 







Al Hussein 1 Al Diffatein 0 






Ai Arabi 1 Al Baqa'a 0 







Leading standings: 
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Rumman Hill Climb 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The organising committee of the 

Rumman Hill Climb 

and the Royal Automobile Club of Jordan 

wish to express their thanks and 
gratitude to all the government ministries, 
official departments, commercial compa- 
nies,' groups, societies and individuals who 
assisted and cooperated in the successful 
organisation and running of the event. 


tested at the qualifying competi- 
tion in Birmingham, England. 

But only 1 1 names from Mon- 
tecatini were made public and 
.Henning confirmed Saturday that 
the papers accompanying one 
sample had gone missing, result- 
ing in one athlete escaping sanc- 
tions. 

On Friday angry delegates at 
the annual Congress of the Inter- 
national Union of Modem Pen- 
tathlon and Biathlon, which ended 
early Saturday, attacked the un- 
ion’s executive board over the 
mixup and the board's failure to 
inform members of the problem. 

Eivind-Bo Sorensen, president 
of the Danish Modem Pentathlon 
Association, accused the union's 
leaders of covering up the mis- 
take and the name of the athlete. 

“How dare you treat us like 
this?" he asked. “We can no 
longer have confidence in you if 
you give us no information.’’ 

Henning told Reuters if any- 
body had firm evidence about the 
athlete involved they should pre- 
sent it to the union which would 
decide whether sanctions could 
be imposed. 

The congress also agreed to 
maintain the 30-month ban on 
competitors found to have used 
drugs after deciding not to vote 
on a motion to reduce the ban to 
18 months. 


Blind sailor 
resting while 
boat repaired 

ST. GEORGE, Bermuda (AP) 
— Tired from riding out a tropi- 
cal storm, blind sailor Jim Dickson 
rested Saturday in Bermuda 
while his boa* was repaired for 
the resumption of his attempt to 
cross the Atlantic. 

The 41-year-old mariner dock- 
ed in this port Friday, his sloop 
guided through rough seas and 
Bermuda's treacherous reefs by 
its designer. 

He had left Portsmouth, 
Rhode Island, on Aug. 4, bound 
for Plymouth, England, in his 
attempt to be the first blind per- 
son to make the crossing. But he 
had to head for this tiny British 
colony, 200 miles (320 km) out of 
his way, when his talking compu- 
ter and autopilot broke down. 

The side trip was lengthened by 
tropica] storm Arlene, which 
Dickson had to ride out at sea 
Thursday, about 60 miles (100 
km) north of Bermuda. 

Paul Petronello, whose Rhode 
Island company designed Dick- 
son's 36-foot (ll-m) sloop eye 
opener, boarded the vessel short- 
ly after noon Friday and guided 
it to St. George, a port at the 
north eiftT-of Bermuda. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consisting of one bedroom, sitting and dining room, 
kitchen, bathroom with central heating. 

Location: Southern Urn Uthainah area, near 5th Circle, 
behind the Bulgarian embassy. 

Please call 822620 


VACANCY 

EMBASSY OF AUSTRALIA - AMMAN 


The Australian Embassy will have a vacancy for a clerk/typist/ 
receptionist as from 01 September 1987. 

All applicants for this position must have the ability to speak, 
read and type in both Arabic and English to a high standard. 
All interested persons should apply, in the first instance, in 
writing, for an application form to the following address: 

The Personnel Officer, 

Australian Embassy 
P.O. Box 35201 
AMMAN. 

Closing date for the return of the completed applica- 
tion forms is Tuesday 25 August 1987. 


TWO APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

1 A super deluxe furnished ground-floor apartment with American 
furniture and consisting of two or three bedrooms, two bathrooms, 
kitchen with Italian cabinets, two living rooms, dining room with 
separate garden and telephone. 

2 An unfurnished apartment that could be used lor residence or 
commercial offices and consists of two bedrooms, two bathrooms, 
saJon, living and dining room, balcony and kitchen. 

Location: Sweifieh - next to Koreans' building 

If interested call tel. 822788 from 8:00 to 12:00 a.m. and from 

2:00 to 8:00 pjn. 

Dr. F. Gaqish 


Piquet on 
pole position 
for Austrian 
Grand Prix 

ZELTWEG, Austria (R) — 
World Championship leader Nel- 
son Piquet clinched pole position 
for Sunday’s Austrian Grand Prix 
with the minimum of effort after 
torrential rain reduced final prac- 
tice to a test of men and machin- 
ery on Saturday. 

The Brazilian, who took pro- 
visional pole place Friday with a 
time of one minute 23.357 
seconds, recorded 1:49.991 on a 

slowly-drying circuit and then 
predicted engines and fyres 
would be taken to the limit on 
the high-speed Oestereichring. 

“I will be happy to finish in the 
first three,” said Piquet, who 
celebrates his 35th birthday on 
Monday. “That would be good 
for my points. With only six races 
to go, I only need three more 
results.” 

Piquet leads the title race with 
48 points after nine of the sea- 
son’s 16 races. He is seven ahead 
of fellow-Brazilian Ayrton Sen- 
na, whom he will replace at Lotus 
□ext season, and 18 ahead of 
Williams teammate Nisei Mansell 
of Britain and world - champion 
Alain Prost of France in a 
McLaren. 

Piquet warned that the race 
would be particularly tough on 
turbo engines. 

“We are at 600 metres altitude 
and the turbo-charger has to 
work very hard to keep up the 

E ire. It’s very difficult to 
a race here in one piece,” 
he said. 

He added that he planned to 
make at least one pit stop for tyres 
and said be had had difficulty 
finding the right balance so far on 
the bumpy circuit. 

Mansell, who will start his 
100th Grand Prix Sunday, was 
the quickest driver by a clear 
margin in Saturday’s conditions. 
He recorded 1:33.779 on slick 
tyres in the final 10 minutes — 
more than four seconds better 
than Austrian Gerhard Berger, 
next quickest on his home circuit 
in a Ferrari. 

Mansell said he was still in pain 
after having a wisdom tooth out 
on Thursday but said his driving 
was unaffected. 

He will line up alongside Pi-, 
quet on the. front row ahead of . ' 
Berger, the Benettons of Belgian]] 
Thierry Boutsen and Italian Teo * 
Fabi and the second Ferrari 
driven by Italian Michele 
Alboreto. 

Neither Prost nor Senna was 
able to do anything about impro- 
ving his time on a track which 
Piquet's lap record at an average 
of 256.621 kph on Friday estab- 
lished as the fastest in current 
use. 

Senna will start from the fourth 
row and Prost from the fifth. 
Both were unhappy Saturday not 
1o have the chance to test revised 
settings in dry conditions and may 
struggle in a race likely to be 
dominated by the Willi ams , Fer- 
raris and Benettons. 

The Austrian Grand Prix is the 
tenth of the season’s 16 races and 
Prost and Mansell, sharing third 
place with 30 points, are Degin - 
ning to lose touch with Brazilians 
Nelson Piquet and Ayrton Senna, 
with 48 and 41 points respec- 
tively. 


U.S. team reaps half of Pan Am golds 

INDIANAPOLIS (Agencies) — Cuban fighters raced 20 rows into CID > is a m 

tk»» i initMi States turned im the the stands at the conventon cen- commander Hub 


URGENTLY REQUIRED 

A Jordanian Co. seeks to employ a full-time 
female executive secretary, with the following 
qualifications: 

— A good command of the Arabic & English 
languages 

— Excellent typing capabilities in both lan- 
guages 

— A minimum of 5 years experience in office 
administration. 

Please call tel. no. 603779, 681778. 


Make friends with 
OLD PARR 
Best De Luxe 

Scotch Whisky 
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INDIANAPOLIS (Agencies) — 
The United States turned up the 
heat in the medals race ana siz- 
zled in the pool while Cuban 
fighters, stung by demonstrators' 
taunts, brawled at a boxing 
match. 

Americans owned nearly half 
of all gold medals awarded so far 
— 98 of 2Q1 — and 232 medals 
overall. 

On Friday, they won 17 more, 
including six in swimming and 
three in wrestling, and now find 
themselves dueling with Canada 
instead of Cuba as the closest 
medals' rival. 

Canada slipped into the num- 
ber 2 spot by amassing 110 med- 
als, six more than Cuba. 

Cuba protesters, low-key since 
a scuffle at a baseball game last 
Sunday, were back Friday night. 
This time Cuban boxers dealt 
with them. There was an arrest 
and injuries. 

Angered when they saw several 
anti-Castro protesters ripping 
apart their flag, nearly a dozen 


Cuban fighters raced 20 rows into 
the stands at the conventon cen- 
tre. grabbed at least two people 
and pummeled them. 

A furious fistfight then broke 
out at the Cuban boxers and 
three Cuban exiles who taunted 
the fighters with an anti-Castro 
groups flag. 

Police Saturday said three peo- 
ple were injured and one specta- 
tor was arrested for disorderly 
conduct at Friday night’s Pan Am 
Games boxing matches. 

Witnesses told Reuters the fra- 
cas started when three anti-Cas- 
tro exiles — two men and a 
woman — started waving a flag in 
the audience at a convention cen- 
tre boxing-ring. 

Indianapolis Police Spokes- 
woman Barbara Sinclair said the 
fight centred around the flag of 
the Cuba Independientely Demo- 
cratica (CID) Movement. 
“Athletes came into the stands 
and the fight continued.” Sinclair 
said. 


CID is a group headed by 
commander Huber Matos, a, for- 
mer lieutenant, of Cuban Presi- 
dent Fidel Castro, whom Castro 
ordered imprisoned for more 
than 20 years after the 1959 re- 
volution. 

The group is based in Miami 
and has offices in Venezuela, 
Puerto Rico, Madrid and several 
large U.S. cities. 

Eyewitnesses said the brawl 
started during the ninth fight of 
the night, as Canada's Marc 
Menard faced Argentina’s 1 Jorge 
Migliasso. 

The witnesses said Cuban 
security agents approached the 
exiles waving the flag and 
appeared to wait for the Cuban 
boxers to arrive. 

One witness, who saw - the 
fighting from a few metres away 
but asked not to be identified, 
said the security agents made 
room for the Cuban boxers . to 
stan punching the exiles, both 
described as middle-aged men. 


Connors wins thriller from McEnroe in Montreal 


NTREAL (Agencies) ■ 
my Connors and John McEnroe 
played with all the drama and 
tension of their previous 30 
matches Friday ught at the 
$375,000 Canadian Open, and for 
the first time since 1983 Connors 
won. 

Connors' 6-3, 3-6, 6-3 victory in 
the quarter-finals stopped a los- 
ing streak of 10 consecutive 
matches to McEnroe. 

Defending champion Boris 
Becker was forced to call on all 
his resources to stem a barrage of 
groimdstrokes from Sweden's Pe- 
ter Lundgren. who had upset 
Wimbledon cbampion Pat Cash 
of Australia earlier in the week. 

Becker came back from a set 
down to win 1-6, 6-2, 6-1. 

Top seed Ivan Lendl was the 
day's most convincing winner as 
he beat tenth -seeded Yugoslav 
Slobodan Zivojinovic 6-3, 7-5 
while Sweden’s second-seeded 
Stefan Edberg was given a tough 
match by Kevin Curren, the 
tournament’s eighth seed, 7-6, 
7-5. 

• Connors broke McEnroe's 
serve in the second game of the 
first set and led 2-0 and held onto 
that advantage to serve out the 
set. But McEnroe rallied back in 
the second set, needing only one 
service break to level the match. 

Connors took a 2-0 lead in the 
deciding set .but McEnroe fought 
back. Al 3-2 a 42?minute rain 
delay interrupted play. 

- “I came back and felt very 
good,” Connors said. “The first 
two points after the break saw 
some pretty heavy tennis from 
both of us. We were really firing. 
It was a good day." 

McEnroe and Connors, match- 
ing groundstrokes from the base- 
line, played thrilling rallies 
throughout the match, sending 



Connors: Authority 


the bail at acute angles only to see 
it chased, down and returned for 
sizzling winners. 

“I don’t think the crowd real- 
ised what they were seeing,” said 
Ckmnors. “It was thrilling and 
was pretty amazing stuff from 
right here (pointing to himself)- 

“I can't play better than that,” 
said Connors. “That's the best 
I've got. To beat him like that 
and play like I did is really ex- 
citing.” 

Connors, 34, said the last time 
be felt so delighted was at Wimb- 
ledon last month when be beat 
Mikael Perafors of Sweden and 
then Zivojinovic in the quarter- 
finals. 

But this- was McEnroe — tins 
was, Connors said, “My rivalry.:, 
and it's pretty damn exciting.]';.;. 

“I thought he played a” 
tremendous match,” said McEn- 
roe, who now leads Connors 19- 
12 in their meetings. "The heavy 
conditions were suited to him. 



Becker: Edge 


It's the best he’s played against 
me in a long, long time and he hit 
tremendous shots.” 

“I wasn't getting the zip 1 
hoped for on my serve and I was a 
bit tentative on the volleys. But 
that was due to his fine playing. I 
didn't get the breaks.’ 

The day’s rain interruptions 
forced Becker onto an outside 
court where the pace was ex- 
tremely slow. 

The 19-year-old West German 
attributed some of his lack of 
early form to the rain delay and 
said it was not easy “to come 
straight onto court after seven 
hours of waiting around.’' 

Lundgren took advantage with 
strong baseline passing shots and 
exceptional returns. 

“I played the wrong game,'' 
said Becker. “I was rushing my 
serve and volley and he got a 


good start.” 

In the second set, Becker 
broke Lundgren 's serve to lead 
3-0. Becker was now hitting with 
power and authority as he 
avoided the crisis and ran away 
with the match. 

Becker faces Edberg in' the 
semifinals, which will be a repeat 
of the 1986 Canadian Open final. 
Becker leads their career Series 
7-2. 

Edberg had a few problems 
with Curran’s booming serve-vol- 
ley game but his finesse and 
ability won through- 

Lendl will take a 17-13 career 
advantage over Connors into the 
other semifinal. 

The world number one was in 
control all the way against Zivo- 
jinovic as the Yugoslav played 
erratic tennis and double-faulted 
at crucial times, including match 
point. 

“Playing Connors is going to be 
pretty intense,” Lend] said. “I 
don’t know who hates losing or 
likes winning more.” 

Earlier on Friday Ivan Lendl 
routed Yugoslavia's Slobodan 
Zivojinovic 6-3, 7-5 to advance to 
the semifinals. 

Lendl took a 3-2 lead in the 
second set before rain interrupted 
play for another 97 minutes. 

But the forced break did not 
affect Lendl, who is gunning for 
his fourth player's title. He last 
won in 1983., 

IRain delayed the start of the 
' match by four hours, but Lendl, 
the top seed, wasted little time in 
asserting himself, breaking Zivo- 
jinovic at love in the first game. 

The Czech-born Lendl, who 
conceded just 13 points in win- 
ning his 10 service games in the 
match, was successful in exploit- 
ing Zivojinovic's erratic back- 
hand. 



McEnroe... stopped in tracks 


PASSPORT 

LOST 


M.D. Abdul Malak M.D. 
Shumsuddin. Passport 
No. El 2081 6, issued 
at Dhaka. 

Contact tel. no. 847486 
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Because life is not a spectator sport " 

soon... 

From the Agent: 

Tel: 642784 


FOR RENT 


Unfurnished flat in small building (4 fiats only) in Telaa Al 
Ali, 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, kitchen, 2 balconies + 
L-shaped salon. The flat is split level (wanted J.D. 2,300). 

Pis. contact tel. 603490 


FOR RENT 


Building consists of two floors and basement. Located in a 
commercial area in Shmeisani, opposite Babiche Pates- 
siri. 

For more information, please call phone no. 
677035 or 821284 


FULLY-FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 


The villa is located at the University of Jordan housing suburb and 
consists erf three bedrooms, three verandas, salon and sitting room, 
three bathrooms, fully-equipped kitchen with telephone, garden, central 
heating and solar heater. 

N.B. letting is for one year only starting Sept 1. 1987 
Call: 845001 from 3:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Dr. S.Hamameh 




FOR RENT 

large kitchen with cupboards, indeper«lent n9 c2Sh^™? 

Between 4th and 5th Circles, Jabal ^ng, open vie 


Tel. 677233 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 
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Aquino warns creditors 


MANILA, Philippines (AP) — 
President Corazon Aquino said 
Friday the Philippines will hon- 
our its $28 billion foreign debt, 
but warned that her government 
may set its own repayment sche- 
dule unless creditors agree to 
softer terms. 

*Tve always said that we will 
honour our foreign debt, 1 ’ Mrs. 
Aquino said. “However, what I 
would like to point out to our 
foreign creditors is that in hon- 

S this debt, we will not 
e growth." 

She complained that foreign 
creditors forced her government 
to assume a $56 million loan to a 
private fertilizer company in ex- 
change for an agreement signed 
in New York last month resche- 
duling $9.5 billion in debts. 

“OK. we probably do this now, 
but this is the first and the last 
time that I am about to do this," 
Mrs. Aquino said, accusing fore- 
ign banks of reneging on earlier 
pledges of support such as lower 
interest rates and longer repay- 
ment periods. 

She said she was not consider- 
ing repudiating part of the debt, 
as some members of congress are 
proposing. When pressed, 
however, she said she was “leav- 
ing all my options" open. 

“When it comes to deciding 
whether it will be the welfare of 
the Filipino people or honouring 
our debt, it is clearly my first 
priority and my first obligation to 
see to it that the lives of the 
Fffipoo people are improved,” 
she said. 

Mrs. Aquino said she would 
mther set a limit on payments 
that repudiate the debt. 


Congress is considering limit- 
ing payments to 10 per cent of 
the country’s annual export earn- 
ings. 

Officials have complained that 
interest payments alone, esti- 
mated at $2.9 billion a year,' eat 
up 30 per cent of export 
income and 40 per cent of the 
national budget They say this 
leaves little to invest in new pro- 
jects to revive the economy. 

“I want our foreign creditors to 
know that I am not exactly 
pleased with the way we are being 
treated by them,” Mis. Aquino 
said. She said she wanted them to 
“appreciate what our problems 
are and that it is necessary for us 
to grow because the very survival 
of^many Filipinos depends on 

Meanwhile, the government on\ 
Friday increased the price of 
gasoline and other petroleum 
products by an average of more 
than 18 per cent, triggering im- 
mediate protests by pubUc-trans- 
port operators and Labour unions. 

Mr. Pondano Mathay, chair- 
man of the board of energy, said 
the price increases were neces- 
sary because the cost of imported 
oil had risen from $13.60 a barrel 
in January to $17.50. 

Officials from several labour 
unions said President Aquino had 
reneged on a pledge to bring 
prices down. _ 

Mrs. Aquino said the govern- 
ment had run out of funds to 
continue subsidising fuel cost. 

After radio stations announced 
'the increases, long lines formed 
quickly at gasoline stations, 
tout Manila as motorists 
to beat the price hike. 




FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, AUGUST 16, 1987 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Take care of boaineea 
early today so that you can get out and make visits to' 
friends. This will improve your mood and help you relax 
and get prepared for the week ahead. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Avoid any cmfro n tatioua 
over money matters today. Otha* dealings, however , wfll 
go quite well this evening. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) In your eagerness to 
gain a personal goal take care that you don't annoy yoor 
friends. Avoid getting into arguments. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Don't attempt to get 
others to do your work for you. This would reflect very 
badly on you, and have bad consequences. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Don't get 
upset over a family discussion today. Making changes 
at home is not a good Idea now. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21 ) Be honest and conadentioos 
today, but don't be condescending. Avoid any hind of 
confrontations which could cause trouble. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept 22) This is not a good time 
to travel, although you may think it la what you need. 
Don't let anyone get under your skin. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Your mate may be quite 
upset about something, so focus your energies on 
discovering the cause and fixing matters. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Accept the fact that 
diffeent people have different views, don't become irate. 
Find some new activity for your family. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Any dull or 
detailed work would get on your nerves today. Avoid 
a meeting with co-workers today. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Be very careful 

about spending any money today. You would regret the 
lack of funds later this week. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Be careful about 
what you say today. Offending anyone could start qufte 
an argument. Enjoy a peaceful evening. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Invite some friends over 
after ending that argument on the tel eph o n e. This would 
help improve your mood. 

I F YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
have to learn self-control if constant arguing is to be 
avoided. This type of training would be excellent 
preparation for a career in sales, at which your progeny 
could excel. A good education would help this charm- 
ing personality to be even more magnetic. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


Gtoary 


ACROSS 
» Cm. 

pan insula 

6 Exjrto*W« 

10 NT book 

« "I saw — a- 
Mffing 

16 City In Pa. 

18 Worry 

17 AnctoM Cattle 
Dtoo 

18 lofty 

18 Rnt-rale 
■20 my boyf” 
.21 Mnkitsws 1 
phreso 

23 In whoi way? 
2S - MfMO 
28 Tuu 
27 Withdraws 
31 Plums 
33 Slogan by 
Morris {with 
41AJ 

36 Author Fetter 

37 N o ra b lo Umo 
31 Arab VIP 

41 Sm 33A 
N - ol Troy 
47 Motors 
« BpoU 
4® F!*i to a — 

Si Conquered 
12 End el 21 A 
66 Experiments 
M Lmt 
tt — Muo 
62 Moron 
83 Pries cot 

64 Concerning 

65 Ragout 

88 OKI word 

87 Mqulrrr 
68 US president 

DOWN 

1 Pu> 

2 Author 
Shotom 

3 Mate 1 atadtum 

4 «* cn the 
donkey (party 

"I 

f Incldefsl 
t Kay latter 

7 Spoken 
6 Factories 



1387 Triton* Y**U* me 

AH 


Yesterday's Puzzle Sated: 


b if. £«y 

10 Long way off 

11 “Thera was a 
— " (nursery 
rhyme start) 

12 Beekor'e gam 

13 Chargor 
22 — podrida 

34 Marry 

27 Ragrot 

28 Omega 

29 Pumpkin 
coach 
passenger 

30 ScaRdbwvitfi: 
abbr. 

32 Song in 
“Madam* 

Butterfly” 

34 Botov to 

potty 44 Comp, pi 

35 Ma/qiila do — 45 C ons t ant tm 

39 — da Franca of T 

40 Literary 4« Wan* «P4k 

inmate • *h«d 

42 Tom down 48 Deer 4 * 

43 Sluggishness cousin 


nnnnra nanrr ranfjo 
nrnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn 

nnn nnnn nrinninn 
nnnnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnnnnn 

onnnn nnnn nnn 

nrinnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnn Finn 
nnnn nnnnnnn 
onnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnnnnnnn nnnnn 

nnnn nnnn SEjinn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 


50 Marita 

53 Iambi 

54 Lie In wait 

55 Dregs 

57 window part 

58 Largs book 

59 Agitate 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET 

AMMAN (7. T.) — The fotkm 
week suiting Saturday, Aug. 


fft t h e Airnnan Fmanrial Afaf ffcf rippi ng the 

87 and ending Wednesday, Aug 12, "87. (Figures in Jordanian dinars). 


Name at compa ny 


5 


Banking and financial tattaflen 
Indostnal Development Bank ....... 

Petra Bank 

Iordan Islamic Bank 

Jordan Kuwait Bank 

Jordan Golf Bank .............. 

Housing Bank / 1035 

Arab Jordan Investment Bank l„, 

Cairn A ipman Rank L 

Bank of Jordan :... 

Arab Bank 

Jordan National Bank 

Jordan Finance House for Development 
Islamic Investment House 


HnanceandCtoditCorporatktt 

National Financial Investments 

Nation al Portfo lio Securities 

Jordan Securities Cm potation 

Arab Finance Corporation (Jordan) 2260 

Real Estate Financing Corporation 

A! Mashrek Exchange 

Insurance and rcjnsnraace 

J ordan French Insurance 

REPCO Life Insurance 

Jordan Insurance 

Arab Life and Acddem Insurance 

Yarmouk Insurance and Reinsurance 

IjmH Ttw nra ngg 

Insurance 

Arab Union International Insurance 

Jerusalem Insurance 

Jordan-Guif Insurance 

Universal Insurance , 

General Insurance 

Jordan Eagle Insurance 

Middle East Insurance 

A UTwtfliar Tna i ranw 

National AhHya Insurance 

Arab Belgian Insurance and Reinsurance 


Services a 

1 Ttwm for Investment and Financial Factfities 

Darco for Housing and Investment 

Real Estate Investment (Aqarco) 

Jordan Leasing Corporation .. 

Petra Enterprises and Leasing Equipments 
Equipment Leastng& Mamtaunce/ra’jeerco 
Jordanian Electric 

Irbid District Electricity 

Arab International Hotels 

Hotels and Tourism 

Garage Owners Federation Office 

Jordan National Shipping Lines 

Jordan Press Foundation 

Jordan Press and Publishing 

Par AlShaab Press, Printing and Pn Wishing 

Jordan Dairy 

Arab Pharmaceutical Manufacturing 

Intermediate Petrochemical Industries 

Jordan Phosphate Mines 

Industrial, Commercial and Agricultural (Intaj) .... 

Arab Chemical Detergent Industries 

AUAfa In dustries 

a rah Ah w nin m m Manufactu rin g 

Jordan Worsted AfiDs 

Jordan Ceramics 

Chemical Industries 

Jordan Industries and Match (JIMCO) 

Dar A1 Dawn’ for Development and Investment .... 

National Steel Industries 

Universal Chemical Industries 

General Mining 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery l.... 

Jordan Lime Afirick ............ i..'.....-.... 

National Industries 1.. 

Arab Paper Converting andlkacfiog 

Jordan Wooden Industries (JWICO) 

livestock and Poultry 

Jordan Pipes Manufacmring 

Rafia Industrial for Plastic Bags 

Jordan Paper and Cardboard 

Jordan Rockwool Industries 

Trans-Jordan Minerals Research 

Jordan Hfrneh Mineral 

Orient Dry Batteries Factory 

Woolen Industries 

Jordan Tanning 

Jordan Printing and Packaging 

Jordan Tobacco and Cigarette 

Jordan Brewery 

Adas Industries 

Arab Center for Pharmaceuticals & Chemicals ..... 

National Cable & Wire Manufacturing 

Jordan Spinning^ Weaving 

Jordan Sulpho Chemicals 

Jordan Cement Factories 

Jordan Glass Industries 

Grand total 


Number 

Vetera 

Opening 

Ctefag 

per 

of daces 

of trade 

price 

price 

rate 

700 

875 

1250 

1.250 

1.000 

825 

1714 

2.070 

2.080 

1.000 

250 

493 

2.000 

2.000 

1.000 

4150 

7051 

1.670 

1.690 

1.000 

1732 

2139 

1250 

1.230 

1.000 

1035 

1726 

1.650 

1.670 

1.000 

1785 

3960 

2.200 

2220 

1.000 

50 

1025 

20.000 

20500 

5.000 

1632 

27303 

16.700 

16.800 

5.000 

250 

29423 

118.000 

117500 

10.000 

6810 

16973 

2.490 

2.490 

1.000 

13500 

13810 

1.050 

1.020 

1300 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

2604 

3153 

1.720 

1.730 

1.000 

41119 

32720 

0.790 

0.800 

1.000 

500 

775 

1.600 

1550 

1.000 

528 

391 

0.740 

0.740 

1.000 

662 

614 

0.930 

0.920 

1.000 

2260 

2938 

1300 

1300 

1.000 

120 

1800 

14J500 

15.000 

2.000- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10.000 

3770 

20662 

5350 

5500 

1.000 

1205 

1036 

0.860 

0.860 

1.000 

600 

6530 

10.800 

10.850 

1.000 

1060 

859 

0.820 

0.810 

1.000 

2340 

2388 

1.000 

1.020 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— ' 

_ 

— 



1.000 

1128 

1509 

1340 

1350 

1.000 

350 

306 

0.840 

0.880 

1.000 

; 

— 

— 



1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10.000 

— 


— 



10.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

2530 

1565 

0.610 

0.630 

1.000 

4716 

2321 

0300 

0500 

1.000 

300 

126 

0.410 

0.420 

1.000 

718 

464 

0.630 

0550 

1.000- 

1469 

191 

0.630 

0.630 

1.000 

■300 

102 

0.840 

0.840 

1.000 

2730 

4150 

1320 

1520 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

_ 

— 



1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 



— 



1.000 

1450 

1262 

0.870 

0.870 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 



_ 



1.000 

2150 

882 

0.410 

0.410 

1.000 

4750 

5441 

1.140 

1.140 

1.000 

6247 

12842 

2.060 

2.050 

1.000 

27275 

27837 

1.030 

1.020 

1.000 

1000 

2400 

2.400 

2.400 

1.000 

473 

686 

1.450 

1.460 

1.000 

200 

1000 

4.950 

5.000 

1.000 

40250 

42165 

1.060 

1.040 

1.000 

59435 

103415 

1.690 

1.720 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

1100 

1159 

1.050 

1.060 

1.000 

1100 

1211 

1.090 

1.110 

1.000 

500 

240 

0.480 

0.480 

1.000 

1745 

2370 

1360 

1.360 

1.000 

78976 

191188 

2.280 

2.430 

1.000 

10600 

10480 

0.960 

1.000 

1.000 

1554 

2387 

1.460 

1.540 

1.000 

3634 

26422 

7270 

7.250 

5.000 

1000 

■■ 0260 

0260. 

~ 0260.., 

1.000 

338214 

184146 

0540 

0.560 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 





— 

__ 

1.000 

210 

166 

0310 

0.790 

1.000 

2200 

2564 

1.170 

1.160 

1.000 

50000 

40000 

0300 

0.800 

1.000 



_ 



__ 

1.000 

5400 

2907 

0.540 

0540 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 



— 



1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 



— 



1.000 

828 

1656 

2.000 

2.000 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

42 

525 

10.600 

12500 

5.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.000 

— 



— 

_ 

1.000 

48050 

45047 

0.930 

0.960 

1300 

113239 

112820 

0.980 

0.990 

1.000 

26439 

75377 

3.080 

3.100 

1.000 

26956 

26457 

0.980 

0.980 

1.000 

2076 

1862 

0.910 

0.890 

1.000 

960,851 

1,118362 





U.S. trade deficit widens; 
sends dollar sharply lower 


WASHINGTON (R) — The government said Friday 
the U.S. trade deficit widened to $15.7 billion in 
June as imports soared, bat wholesale prices rose a 
modest, 0.2 per cent in July, suggesting inflation was 
in check. 

In recent testimony to Con- 
gress, Federal Reserve Chairman 
Alan Greenspan said he expected 
significant improvement in the 
trade deficit from the decline in 
the dollar. 

Separately, the Federal Re- 
serve (Fed) Board said output by 
the nation's factories, mines and 
public utilities rose 0.8 per cent 
last mouth. 

The Fed said gains in output 
were widespread among products 
and materials. 

Commenting on the trade fi- 
gures, Mr. Douglas Handler, lead 
forecaster at Wharton Eco- 
nometrics, said: “It seems ob- 
vious there's going to be a prog- 
ressive worsening" of the trade 
situation: A cheaper-valued U.S. 
dollar is beginning to be reflected 
in higher prices for all imported 
products.*' 

“Combine that with price in- 
creases we already know of, like 
oil, and it's obvious the situation 
is going to get worse," Mr. Hand- 
ler said. 

Lower food prices, which offset 
rising oil costs last month should 
keep price increases at the retail 
level moderate since wholesale 
costs eventually are passed on to 
consumers. 

But Mr. Allen Sinai, senior 
vice-president of Shearson Leh- 
man Bros. Inc. in New York, 
noted food prices are highly vola- 
tile. If food costs begin rising in 
accompaniment with increasing 
energy prices, it would quickly 
reignite inflation fears. 

“Certainly the risk to our eco- 
nomy of trade not turning around 
remains significant,'' ne said, 
“The economy surely will have 
trouble growing if trade stays as 
bad as it was in June and May." 

Describing June's trade deficit 
as “an unmitigated disaster,” Mr. 
Sinai said it was particularly 
worrisome that it was caused not 
only by oil imports but also by 
deteriorating trade in manufac- 


The "trade report could set off 


The unexpected me in the 
trade gap, the second highest 
monthly deficit on record, fol- 
lowed a $14.0 billion deficit in 
May, the Commerce Department 
said. 

Hie deficit — the excess of 
imports of goods over exports — 
was a record $156.2 billion last 
year. 

Officials have been predicting 
the deficit will shrink this year 
because of the drop in the dollar, 
which has boosted U.S. exports, 
but the June trade gap appeared 
to be a setback. 

The deficit has stubbornly re- 
sisted more than modest im- 
provement as the volume of im- 
ports remained at high levels. 

The Labour Department, 
meanwhile, said the producer 
price index (PPI) rose a modest 
0.2 per cent in July following an 
identical 0.2 per cent increase in 
June. 

The increase, which was at the 
lower end of analysts' expecta- 
tions, signalled inflation was sta- 
bilising despite fears rising oil 
costs and a weaker dollar might 
drive up prices. 

The department said a broad 
decline in food prices was largely 
responsible for the moderate 
overall increase in wholesale 
prices. 

In the trade report, the Com- 
merce Department said imports in 
June from May to a record $36.8 
billion, while exports increased to 
$ 21.2 billion. 

Petroleum imports continued 
to rise sharply, increasing 12.1 
per cent to 214 million barrels. 
Oil imports had risen 13.4 per 
cent in May. 

Trade figures for January 
through June have been revised 
to reflect imdercounting of U.S. 

; to Canada, which had the 
set of reducing the U.S. deficit 
in each month. 

The June deficit before the 
revision for Canadian under- 
counting was $16.3 billion, which 
would have surpassed the pre- 
vious record monthly deficit of 
$16.1 billion set in July, 1986. 

As the dollar has dropped and 
other currencies strengthened, 
foreign producers have been 
forced either to raise prices or 
receive lower profits. 

U.S. officials have been sur- 
prised at the ability of foreign 
producers to absorb reduced pro- 
fits caused by the dollars. 

The United States has been 
pressing Japan and West Ger- 
many, which have large trade 
surpluses, to expand their domes- 
tic economies and correct the 
imbalance. 

Trade bills have been advanc- 
ing in Congress, which supporters 
say will crack down on unfair 
practices by America's trading 
partners. 

The administration, concerned 
about protectionist tendencies in 
Congress, has vowed to veto any 
legislation that closes trade 
doors. 


tured goods. 

repoi 

political alarm bells because the 
Reagan administration has been 
trying to hold off calls in Con- 
gress for protectionist trade laws 
to protect American jobs and 
markets. 

Mr. Donald Ratajczak, direc- 
tor of economic forecasting for 
Georgia State University in 
trade 


Atlanta, said the June 


fi- 


gures not only were a major 
disappointment themselves but 
raise questions whether other 
signs or increased economic activ- 
ity can be sustained. 

“Can we sustain good produc- 
tion without an improvement in 
the trade balance?" Mr. Rata- 
jczak asked rhetorically. “The 
answer is probably no." 

After the Commerce Depart- 
ment announced the trade fi- 
gures. the dollar and bonds were 
pushed sharply lower in hectic 
trading. 

“When the figures first flashed, 
you could hear the jaws dropping 
around Wall Street," quipped 
Mr. Lawrence Ryan, senior vice 
president and manager for fore- 
ign exchange at European Amer- 
ican Bank. 

The dollar fell more than three 
pfennigs and three yen to touch 
lows of 1.8640 West German 
marks and 149.40 Japanese yen in 
Europe. 

But bargain-hunting buying la- 
ter in the day helped the dollar 
gain back some ground. It ended 
the week at 1.8785 marks, down 
from 1.8890 at Thursday’s close 
here, and at 150.10 yen, down 
from 151.50. 

Wall Street appeared to be 
little worried, with the Dow 
Jones industrial average strad- 
dling the unchanged line most of 
the day. Gold prices were lower, 
due to the return of some gold 
refinery workers in South Africa, 
while oil prices fell due to signs of 
growing inventories. 

Dealers said the impact was 
nearly instantaneous, with parti- 
cipants unloading dollar positions 
that had been taken on the ex- 
pectation ofan improved trade 
figured Early on it was chaos/* 
said one. 


Peanuts 



IT ALWAYS RAINS 
AT THIS SAME TIME 
every afternoon... 3 



AS LONS A5 I KNOW 
THIS, I CAN PUCK 
| INSIDE BB^E IT STARTS. 




MutfrV Jeff 



Andy Capp 



WELL, AT LEAST HE'S 
TAKING AN INTEREST, 




Lebanon asks for Arab help 
to shore up economy 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon asked Friday for Arab help to shore up its 
battered economy and halt a sharp slump in the value of its currency, 
the official national news agency said. 


It said the request was made by Acting Finance Minister Joseph A1 
Has hem to Dr. Abdul Mohsen Zalzala, the Arab League assistant 
secretary-general for economical affairs. 


League 

Dr. Zalzala, who arrived in Lebanon Friday prior to a scheduled 


meeting of Arab central banks on Aug. 23, was quoted as saying: 
“We have come with proposals to boost the Lebanese efforts in 
economic issues.'* 

“We asked that the agenda of the meeting of Arab central banks 
includes methods of supporting the Lebanese pound and helping the 
economy," Mr. Hasbem said after meeting him. 

The Lebanese pound has lost more than 62 per cent of its 
international value this year while the inflation rate has soared to an 
estimated 200 per cent’. 

Acting Prime Minister Selim Hoss, who also had talks with Dr. 
Zalzala, proposed on Monday that one-fifth of Lebanon's 9.2 million 
ounces of gold reserves should be sold to stabilise the pound. 

Central Bank Governor Edmond Naim has been holding talks with 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and Arab banks on ways of 
helping the economy. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



bed were embarrassing. Stanley hired 
a lifeguard.’ 


i THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter lo each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 



IOPUD 



znz 

< > 





HOBUG 


_u_ 



VERDIF 






KRALTE 



■ 

m 


what causep 
THE PUNCTURE IN 
THE TIRE? 

Now arrange the drded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


— A ccm zrxrr 


yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

JumWes: SOAPY FRAME ROSARY BOUNCE 
Answer Do zombies Ike being dead?— "OF CORPSE’* 


> 


I 
















N. Zealand Labour wins elections Typhoon Betty kills 44 

WELLINGTON (R) — New Zealand’s ruling when postal votes are counted. “'there's been no success up to JJCOpiC lH JTlllilppillvS 


WELLINGTON (R) — New Zealand’s ruling 
Labour Party was swept bade into power Saturday 
■for a second three year term. 

Opposition leader Jim Bolger . two seats it held in tbe old pariia- 


conceded defeat in a telephone 
call to Prime Minister David 
Lange three hours alter the polls 
closed. 

“Congratulations you have 
obviously got the numbers to 
carry the burden for the next 
three years," Mr. Bolger said. 
“Best of luck, and best of luck for 
New Zealand." 

“What a remarkable country, 
what remarkable judgment," a 
beaming Lange later told cheer- 
ing supporters in his Auckland 
constituency. 

The election was fought largely 
on Labour's economic reforms, 
and rural areas most affected in 
the restructuring stayed with 
National Labour did best in the 
big cities. 

The Democratic Party lost the 


meat. 

“This is a country which grew 
up economically, it used its 
head,” Mr. Lange said. 

It was the first time since 1946 
that a Labour administration had 
won a second term, although the 
victory was no surprise after the 
party’s strong showing in opinion 
polls. 

Provisional figures gave 
Labour a majority of IS, two 
fewer than in the old 95-seat 
parliament. They indicated that 
the party wii have 56 seats in the 
new 97-seat parliament against 41 
for National. 

Labour won 47.6 per cent of 
votes cast Saturday, National 45, 
the Democrats 6.9 and the New 
Zealand Party 0.3 per cent These 
figures could change marginally 


when postal votes are counted. “'There's been no success up to 
Commentators noted a trend now ... 1 think the next three 
against Labour in seats held by years for the Labour Party will 
cabinet ministers. depend very much on whether 

■ National needed a swing of 3.9 they do produce results as pro ro- 
per cent in the election to win a ised." 
one-seat majority. It achieved the Mr. Lange, also on television, 
swing, but mostly in constituen- *aid “the whole of New Zealand 



ries held by cabinet ministers 
with large majorities. 

Education Minister Russell 
Marshall held his Wanganui seat 
by 27 votes, but Labour was 
within a few hundred votes of 
winning two true-blue National 
seats, Remuera in Auckland and 
Fendalton in Christchurch. 

Such changes in fortune re- 
flected the upheaval in New Zea- 
land politics over the past three 
years as millionaires and 
businessmen joined workers in 
lining up behind Labour. 

Mr. Bolger said in a television 
interview that he thought Labour 
had successfully sold to voters the 
idea that it needed more time to 
complete economic reforms. 


Gandhi marks Independence Day 
urging end to violence, corruption 


NEW DELHI (R) — Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi celebrated 
the country’s 40th anniversary 
Saturday with a call for an end to 
corruption and communal vio- 
lence and a promise that nobody 
would starve in independent 
India. 

“Our forefathers handed down 
to us a free India. It is now for us 
to defend this hard-won free- 
dom," said Mr. Gandhi, speaking 
from the ramparts of Delhi's Rea 
' Fort, the bastion of the Moghul 
emperors who preceded the Brit- 
ish as rulers of India. 

His 70-minute speech delivered 
. in Hindi to a smaller crowd than 
expected, referred repeatedly to 
tbe threat posed by political and 
religious extremism. 

Evidently alluding to violence 
in Punjab where Sikhs are fight- 
ing for a- separate state and Hin- 
du-Muslim riots in northern In- 
dia, the prime minister said India 
'was not going to be cowed by the 
threats of those who were trying 
to create an atmosphere of 
hatred. 

“We will not allow them to 
succeed nor rest until such forces 
are wiped out and extremism 
eliminated or tbe extremists have 


surrendered." he declared. 

“Coramunalism has no place in 
India," said Mr. Gandhi, urging 
people to retaliate against ex- 
tremism but to recall the example 
of Mahatma Gandhi, the father 
of independent India, who led the 
country to freedom with a policy 
of meeting violence with non- 
violence. 

Mr. Gandhi's speech ranged 
over India’s achievements since 
independence — notably those 
under tbe leadership of his grand- 
father, Jawahartal Nehru, and his 
mother, Indira Gandhi — and his 
hopes for a future free of the 
“corruption, nepotism, laziness 
and inefficiency that are imped- 
ing the growth of our society.” 

Mr. Gandhi spoke of his gov- 
ernment’s efforts to better the lot 
of the poor, reduce urban and 
rural unemployment and raise 
agricultural and industrial pro- 
ductivity. 

He devoted a large section of 
bis speech to the drought affect- 
ing large areas of central and 
northern India. 

“India has never witnessed 
drought of this magnitude," Mr. 
Gandhi said, calling for national 


cooperation to combat its effects, 
but saying India would face it 
without outside help. 

“This is the time when the 
well-off people should come to 
die help of their less fortunate 
brethren,” he said. 

Recalling that the “green re- 
volution” under his mother’s rule 
had transformed India’s food 
prospects,” Mr. Gandhi said no- 


prospects 

body would be allowed 1 to starve. 

“We have sufficient buffer 
stocks of foodgrains to feed the 
peoeple in every corner of tbe 
country,” be said. “India can 
take in its stride droughts like tbe 
one currently stalking tbe 
country." 

Turning to last month's accord 
between India and Sri l-anlr a 
aimed at ending the Tamil rebel- 
lion, Mr. Gandhi described it as 
“one of die major achievements 
of the past 40 years, and a mea- 
sure of the success of India's 
foreign policy." 

He said it had brought peace 
not only to Sri Lanka but also to 
the entire region, strengthened 
the Non-Aligned Movement and 
saved South Asia from superpow- 
er rivalry. 


Hirohito, Nakasone lead White House 
war memorial services f hru8 f,? ff lf 

TOKYO (Agencies) — Emperor seven leaders hanged as war cri- IvUTS aDOUl 
Hirohito and Prime Minister minals — are enshrined. Dnnrton cofnlv 

Yasuhiro Nakasone led a Mr. Nakasone did not visit the Avagdll cwllvlj 

"i~_» - r « i i ; c *x_ j ^ ** 


TOKYO (Agencies) — Emperor 
Hirohito and Prime Minister 
Yasuhiro Nakasone led a 
minutes’ . silent prayer for the 
victims of World War II Saturday 
at a memorial service marking the 
42nd anniversary of the end of 
the war. 

“My heart still aches for those 
who fell victim in the war and 
those who fell in battle, and their 
families," Emperor Hirohito said 
in an address to about 6.7000 
representatives of families of war 
dead attending the service at the 
martial arts hall in central Tokyo. 

He is the only wartime national 
leader still living. 

Outside the hall, Takako Doi, 
leader of the Japan Socialist Party 
criticised the government memo- 
rial service and official visits to 
the Yasukuni Shrine. 

“They are only meant for the 
Japanese war dead and there was 
not a single word for war victims 
in other Asian countries," she 
told a peace rally. 

Seventeen members of the 
Nakasone cabinet and about 200 
parliamentarians from his ruling 
Liberal Democratic Party visited 
the Yasukuni Shrine next to the 
imperial palace where Japan's' 2.6 
million war dead — including 


knew we had to change, and they 
recognised that we had been as 
compassionate as we could be in 
moving people through that 
change.” 

“It has changed the nature of 
tbe New Zealand electorate to a 
very economically literate, ma- 
ture electorate," he said. 

Finance Minister Roger Doug- 
las said he was pleased at the 
“sense of realism” shown by New 
Zealanders. 

“I have always believed the 
New Zealand public were realis- 
tic. They knew deep down, 
irrespective of political alle- 
giance, that what we were doing 
was basically in the best interests 
of the nation,” be said. 


Swiss helped 
finance ANC 
talks with 
S. Africans 

BERNE (R) — Switzerland 
helped finance last month’s meet- 
ing in Senegal between white 
Smith African liberals and mem- 
bers of the banned African 
National Congress (ANC), a gov- 
ernment spokesman said 
Satnrday. 

Berne contributed the equiva- 
lent of $29,000 with the remain- 
ing $150,000 coining from the 
Norwegian, Swedish and Danish 
governments as well as a number 
of individual groups, be said. 

The aim was*“to further dia- 
logue between the various politic- 
al directions in South Africa,” die 
spokesman said. 

In a speech on Thursday, South 
African President P.W. Botha 

aJswho took part in the meeting 
and attacked the foreign states 
which helped fond it He did not 
name them. 

The ANC, which is fighting to ! 
end white rule in South Africa, is 1 
described by South African au- 
thorities as a Communist-backed | 
terrorist organisation. 

A wfiite South African dissi- 
dent leader vowed Friday to con- 
tinue talks with the ANC despite 
South African President P.W. 
Botha's threats. 


MANILA (R) — At least 44 
people were killed and thousands 
left homeless after typhoon Betty 
cut across the central Philippines 
before veering towards Vietnam, 
officials said Saturday. 

While teams surveyed damage 
and stepped up relief wok, 
weathermen said storm Cary has 
intensified into a typhoon and 
was now 380 miles from Cagayan, 
the country’s northernmost re- 
gion. 

Reports reaching the office of 
civil defence said 34 people were 
killed by Betty in four provinces 
on Luzon and Visayas islands. 

The office said the highest 
count was reported in Sorsogon 
province, about 400 kilometres 
south east of Manila, where 16 
people were killed, two injured 
and four missing. 

More than 20,000 families from 
Sorsogon lost their homes and 
some parts of the province were 
still in darkness after strong winds 
toppled electric posts, it said. 


The Red Cross also reported 10 
. killed in three central provinces 
when typhoon Betty hit on 
Wednesday. 

Officials said teams were pro- 
viding food and other goods to at 
least 30,000 displaced families 
now housed in school buildings. 
Work on damaged roads and 
bouses has also started, they said. 

Local officials estimate damage 
to property at 150 million pesos 
($7.5 million). Them were still no 
estimates of damage to crops. 

Weathermen, meanwhile, 
hoisted typhoon signals in six 
northern provinces as Cary, pack- 
ing maximum winds of 120 kph 
(75 mph), moved towards the 
country. 

They forecast that by Saturday 
night, Cary would be 300 miles 
south east of Apani, Cagayan - 

They said the six provinces in 
the path of the new typhoon were 
experiencing occasional rains and 
gusty winds and coastal waters 
were moderate to tough- 


10 Muslim rebels killed 
in southern Philippines 

CAGAYAN DE ORO, Philip- the time. 

fanes (R) — Philippine troops The military said Fri 

killed 10 Muslim rebels by blow- would give the kidnapp 


mg up their motor boat with 
artillery fire, the army said 
Saturday. 

The guerrillas were trying to 
burst through a military cordon 
Friday round tbe small southern 
island of Balot, where 100 rebels 
are holding 16 hostages, Chi. 
Anthony Etias told reporters. 

He said a civilian negotiating 
for the release of the 12 students, 
three education workers and a 

G ofessor from Mindanao State 
Diversity, who were abducted 
on Aug. 7. was on the island at 


the time. 

The military said Friday they 
would give the kidnappers, who 
want 25mfflion pesos (51.25 mil- 
lion) in ransom, three days to 
surrender. 

Col. Elias said aii earlier rebel 
attempt to break through the 
cordon was turned back by infan- 
try foe and that tbe rebels were 
unable to bring in food supplies. 

Twenty motor boats have sea- 
led off tbe island in Lanao Del 
Sur province. . 

Kidnapping in the region has 
become widespread and victims 
have included foreign tourists and 
missionaries. 


Sri Lanka accuses Tamil 
rebels of violating truce 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lankan 
military officials accused Tamil 
rebels Saturday of shooting at 
police in violation of the island's 
peace accord and said Indian 
peacekeeping troops were inves- 
tigating. 

They added that plans to lift 
emergency rule Saturday in the 
north and east might be shelved 
because of the slow pace at which 
gUerriHas were surrendering 
arms. 

The emergency legislation, first 
passed by parliament in 1983 to 
contain the Tamil separatist re- 


bellion and extended every 
month since, gives police wide 
powers. 

“If it is lifted tbe powers of the . 
Sri T-ankan army and the Indian 
troops will be affected, and we 
lose our hold on the return of the 
weapons.” one official said. 

The law was due to be lifted in 1 
(he north .,apjd eas^, where, the 
rebellion is .cobt^trated/un&r 
foe terms of tbe July 29 pact 
signed by President Junius 
Jayewardene and Indian Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandbi. 


Mr. Nakasone did not visit the 
Shinto shrine for the second year 
running. China and other Asian 
countries severely criticised him 
for making an official visit in 
1985. 

In Dhaka, Bangladesh, 
Japanese Foreign Minister 
Tadashi Kuranari on Friday stres- 
sed his country’s commitment to 
peace and said Japan will never 
again become a military power. 

“It is Japan’s basic ana con- 
stant policy and the firm and 
unanimous determination of tbe 
Japanese people to observe the 
lessons of history and never again 
become a military power," Mr. 
Kuranari said on the second day 
of his three-day official visit to 
Bangladesh. 

He is the first Japanese foreign 
minister to visit Bangladesh in ten 
years. 

Discussing Japan's relations 
with South Asia, Mr. Kuranari 
said his country would adhere to 
its policy of utilising its resources 
solely for non-military purposes. 

He said Japan would promote 
political dialogue with countries 
in South Asia for peace and 
stability. 


Duarte rejects rebel talks proposal 


SANTA BARBARA. California 
(R) — The White House is pub- 
licly shrugring off fears about 
President Reagan’s safety after 
his helicopter was involved in a 
near miss with a small plane 
piloted by an army private who 
was absent without leave. 

The Federal Aviation Adminis- 
tration (FAA) said Friday it will 
prosecute tire 33-year-old private 
who was piloting the intruding 
plane near Mr. Reagan’s moun- 
taintop ranch. 

Presidential spokesman Maxiin 
Fitzwater gave no indication of 
how badly security officials had 


SAN SALVADOR (R) — Sal- 
vadorean President Jose Napo- 
lepn Duarte has said tds govern- 
ment could not agree to peace 
talks with leftist rebels undo* tbe 
conditions proposed by the guer- 
rillas. 

Mr. Duarte told reporters Fri- 
day the rebels ignored key gov- 
ernment stipulation in accepting 
bis proposal for peace negotia- 
tions in September. 

He said that in order for the 
gover nm ent to accept a meeting 


‘The day that they say that 
violence is not an instrument for 
taking power and that they want 
to incorporate themselves into 
the democratic process, I will 
immediately meet with them,” 
Mr. Duarte said. 

He said, however, that he was 
not insisting the rebels lay down 
their arms as a precondition to 
talks. 

Mr. Duarte reiterated his 
stance outlined Thursday night in 


with Farabundo Marti National a nationally televised speech that: 
liberation Front (FMLN) rebels, the rebels must publicly accept by 
tbe guerrillas would have to pub- Aug. 30 a regional peace plan 
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It may be a bit late in the year, 
but The Bridge World is having a 
spring cleaning. As a result, a se- 
■ lection of old issues of the maga- 
zine are available at great 
savings— S 10 for 10 random is- 
sues; $20 for 24 issues; $40 for 52. 
Since the single issue price was 
$2.50, you can appreciate how 
many hours of bridge entertain- 
ment you Can buy at bargain pric- 
es. (Available from-. Oldies. The 
Bridge World, 39 West 94th St.. 
New York, N.Y. 1 0025 J 


This brilliant deceptive play was 
published m 1980. According to 
the magazine. East and West had 
been arguing about it for more than 
30 years. 

“South's irregular four-heart 

opening and his outrageously opti- 
mistic redouble of West's penalty 
double were both expressions of 
ego. South was the best player at 
the table, and he was out to prove 
it. Indeed, the result made criti- 
cism impossible.' 

"West, with control of trumps, 
led his singleton diamond. East 
naturally withheld his king and 
South won with the ace. Trumps 
came next. West took the ace of 
hearts; he cashed the king of 
spades. East dropped the queen, 
showing the Jack, so West dutifully 
underied his spade ace to put East 
on lead. 

“From this point, king and an- 
other diamond would have set 
South two, redoubled, and perhaps 
ted to a critical inspection of 
South's bidding. But East was not 
up to that. It was West’s fashion to 
lead low from any three cards, and 
East simply could not visualize 
South with any more diamonds. He 
tried a dub. South daiiued!" 

We claim you won’t regret mak- 
ing a small investment. 


questions about it Friday. 

Instead be described tbe near 
miss as something that could hap- 
pen any time daring one of Mr. 
Reagan's frequent helicopter and 
plane flights and said it was im- 
possible to guard against in a 
country where the skies are free 
and used by thousands of private 
pilots. 

“It’s open air space. You can’t 
build a fence. It’s America. You 
can fly anywhere,” Mr. Fitzwater 
told reporters here. 

But White House Chief of Staff 
Howard Baker said in a radio 
interview he and Mr. Reagan 
were grateful the close call did 
not “produce any other result.” 

Mr. Baker admitted that 
“there’s a fair amount of danger 
when a plane comes that dose to 
a helicopter.” 

Tbe pilot of the Piper Archer 
aircraft was identified by an army 
spokesman Friday as private 
Ralph Myers, a medic and a 
former aircraft maintenance spe- 
cialist who had been absent with- 
out leave from the Fort Lewis j 
Military Base in Washington state j 
since Aug. 3. 

Myers, who had been ques- 
tioned for hours on Thursday and 
released, was jailed on Friday 
night in southern California on a 
charge of being absent without 
leave from the army. 

The FAA said Myers had had 
his pilot’s licence revoked and 
was expected to face a battery of 
charges including flying in the 
restricted area of Mr. Reagan’s 


how badly security officials had to guerrillas would have to pub- Aug. ju a regional peace piao “it's a good start that they are 
been shaken by Thursday’s inri- liefy renounce violence as a signed last week by Mr- Duarte saying, “we are ready to talk,' but 
dent when be raced a battery of means of gaining power. and four other Central American it is not sufficient," be said, 

questions about it Friday. — — 

Nicaraguan envoy: Habib quits out of frustration 

pen any time during one of Mr. WASHINGTON ( AP^ — Philrn Hahih had madf* niimPTOus trirK mnvp hv Nii-si rn on a M drao niit 


Aug. 30 a regional peace plan 
signed last week by Mr. Duarte 
and four other Central American 


presidents. 

In a communique broadcast 
over local radio this morning, the 
rebels said they would agree to 
meet government officials on 
Sept. 15 in San Salvador. 

The rebel statement, however, 
did not mention any intention of 
renouncing their armed struggle 
and fell short of a full acceptance 
of the Central American peace 
accord. 

Despite his rejection, Mr. 
Duarte said Friday s rebel com- 
tninique was a step forward. 

“It’s a good start that they are 
saying, “we are ready to talk,' fait 
it is not sufficient,'' be said. 


ranch, flying too low and flying 
recklessly. 

Myers and a passenger were 
apprehended at John Wayne Air- 
port near Los Angeles and ques- 
tioned for seven hours by the 
secret service after their plane 
was followed and identified by 
another Marine helicopter 
attached to tbe White House. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Philip 
Habib is returning to private life 
after 16 months as special U.S. 
envoy to Central America, a 
period in which he often found 
himself at odds with the adminis- 
tration. 

State Department spokesman 
Charles Redman said Mr. Habib, 
67, decided to leave because of 
recent gains in the Central Amer- 
ican peace process. But other 
officials ana the Nicaraguan 
ambassador to the United States 
said the veteran envoy left out of 
frustration. 

Mr. Habib, with strong support 
from Secretary of State George 
Shultz, reportedly wanted to 
negotiate directly with the Sandi- 
nista government in Nicaragua. 
He was overruled by President 
Ronald Reagan. 

Nicaragua's ambassador. Car- 
los Tunnerman, praised Mr. 
Habib on Friday as “perhaps one 
of the most able negotiators the 
United States has." 

“He was appointed to promote 
a negotiated solution that in two 
years was noticeable for its abs- 
ence, and now that there exists a 
possibility through the (Guate- 
mala) accord, the ambassador 
resigns,” Mr. Tunnerman said in 
a telephone interview with Nicar- 
agua’s Radio Sandino. 

The accord — signed last week 
by the presidents of Nicaragua, 
Costa Rica, Honduras, El Salva- 
dor and Guatemala — calls for 
democratic reform in Nicaragua, 
a ceasefire and an end to U.S. aid 
to the contra rebels there. 

Mr. Habib was one of the 
nation’s mast seasoned diplomats 
and his sadden resignation 
apparently ends a State Depart- 
ment career that began In 1949. 

Since the spring of 1986, Mr. 


Habib had made numerous trips 
to Central America, sounding out 
leaders on the possibilities for 
peace. 

White House spokesman Mar- 
lin Fitzwater said Mr. Habib had 
a major influence on the peace 
process. 

“He has worked tirelessly to 
promote a regional peace initia- 
tive and he has performed with 
great skill and dedication,” Mr. 
Fitzwater said. 

In a separate development Fri- 
day, Mr. Redman said the United 
States wQJ encourage other gov- 
ernments as well as foreign and 
domestic private organisations to 
provide assistance to Nicaraguan 
civic opposition groups. 

Mr. Redman said the Nicara- 
guan groups will need outride 

Help as part of the process of 
democratif reform to which San- 
dinista government committed it- 
self in the Guatemala agreement 


move by Nicaragua to drag out 
foe peace process in order to cut 
off the contras financial lifeline. 
The current SlOO-nuflion alloca- 
tion expires on Sept. 30. 

Mr. Fitzwater said the United 
States “will not desert the con- 
tras,” bnt added that every effort 
will be turned toward the peace 
initiative. 

In Managua, opposition lead- 
ers Friday urged the Nicaraguan 
government to comply with a 
Central American peace accord, 
but they said they were pessimis- 
tic about the prospects for peace 
and democracy here. 

Tbe call for compliance with 
the peace treaty came in a state- 
ment issued by the Democratic 
coordinator, a loose alliance of 
opposition 'political parties, 
Nicaragua's leading business 
group and two independent 
labour unions. 

“We urge the government of 


^ we urge me government of 

Under questioning, Mr. Red- the FSLN (the ruling Sandinista 
man indicated the solicitations National Liberation Front) to 
would not be aimed at providing comply with the accords ... and 
help to the Nicaraguan rebels. we pant ont that this is its last 
Previous ad m i n istration efforts oppor tuni ty to save tbe Nicara- 
to solicit contributions for the guan people from the butchery of 
contras from Saudi Arabia and war, it said, 
other countries were subjected to it $aid die Guatemalan accord 
detailed scrutiny during the con- required the Sandinista govem- 
gressional Iran-contra hearings, meat to restore civil liberties — 
In Santa Baibaia, California, upended under statc-of- 
near where Mr. Reagan is vaca- em ^ r 8 e 9 c y law — and lift its 
honing at his ranch, Mr. Fitzwa- restinctions on political activity, 
ter said Friday that no decision President Daniel Ortega and 
had been made on seeking re- other senior government officials 
newed aid to the contras, contra- have said they are prepared to 
dieting earlier statements by a cany out the democratic reforms 
senior administration official. required within 90 days of the 
That official, who spoke on peace treaty's signing, 
condition of anonymity, indicated They have insisted, however, 
Thursday that the administration the reforms are contingent on an 
intended to seek additional aid as end to U.S. support for anti- 
an “insurance policy” against any Sancfinista rebels. 


9-year-old boy to enter univeraty 

LONDON (R) — A nine-year-old boy became die youngest 
Briton ever to pass an advanced national examm^^ nonnajly 
sat at the age of 18 to gain entry to univera ty . John one of 

seven children, passed the Associated Erannmng Boyds A 
level pure mathematics exam, involving such subjects asbyperbo- 
fic functions and complex arithmetic progressions, education 
officials said. He completed the first of his two papers 40 annuls 
early. A special desk and chair had to be found for Adams, a pup& 
at a state primary school in Leicestershire, central England, as 
those in the examination centre were too fag. Tbe boy, whose 
father is a maths teacher, beat the record of fellow prodigy Roth 
Lawrence, who took her maths “A” level at mne yeans and 10 
months before going on to win a first-class honours degree at 
Oxford University at the age of 13. Adams said ha ambition was 
also to go to Oxford and to become a professor of mathematics. 

Cow injures 4 in downtown rampage 

AMSTERDAM, Netherlands (AP) — A cow jumped off a rattle 
truck and went on a rampage in downtown Amsterdam Friday, , 
injuring four people before a zoo worker knocked it out with a 
sedative, police said. The driver of tbe cattle truck had not 
properly locked his vehicle's rear door, enabling the cow to jump 
off m the middle of the busy Haarlemmerplem Square, according 
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baby from its carriage to rescue it from the animal. The carriage 
was in smi thereens only moments later. Wilting said. Two of the 
injured required hospitalisation, he said. “Ultimately we brought 
in a man from (the Amsterdam Zoo) Artis with a tranquilliser 
gun,” Wilting told the Associated Press, adding that it was “too 
dangerous” for police to attempt to shoot the animal with a pistol. 

■n ° .1 fka eUunkhirhniicp n/Hpn» animal 


Heat wave silences Beirut Radio 

BEIRUT (R) — A summer heat wave silenced state-owned 
Beirut Radio and caused its first extended shutdown in 51 years of 
broadcasting. “All tbe wires in the transmitter have rotted 
because we don't have air conditioning,” Ayoub Hmayed, 
secretary-general of Lebanon’s Information Ministry, told a news 
•conference shortly before the radio went off tbe air. Newspapers 
had complained of intense heat in the studio and some technicians ' 
had frunted on duty. Mr. Hmayed said tbe ministry did not have 
the money to buy a new transmitter. Technicians hoped to rejpafr ' 
the old one within five or six days, he said. In the meantime, 
Lebanon will not be starved for news. Its airwaves are crowded by 
dozens of commercial radio stations run by rival militias ana | 
power groups. 

Elephants ran amok in Indonesia 

JAKARATA, Indonesia (AP) — A herd of about 20 wild j 
elephants rampaged through a village in northwest Indonesia, | 
causing widespread damage to fruit trees but no casualties, the i 
official Antara News Agency said Saturday. Mayor T. Ibrahim 
Daud told the news agency the elephants stormed into his village 
of Lambaro Tunong on Thursday from a nearby forest and 
uprooted or damaged more than 1,000 papaya, banana and 
| coconut trees. The village is on the island of J Sumatra, 1.062 miles 
(1,709 kilometres) north west of Jakarta. Mr. Daud said it was the 
third such elephant attack from the forest in two months and that 
village officials had no idea why the attacks were occurring. 

600 kg omelette certified as world’s largest. 

PADRON, Spainj’AP) — The Cru^ness Book of World Records 
has certified a 600-kilo (1320-pound) Spanish omelette as the 
world’s largest, the chef said Friday. Chef Jose Antonio Ribera 
said he needed a 20-tonne crane to flip the 5,000-egg concoction. 
Ribera, who owns a restaurant in the north western coastal town 
of Padron, said he got a letter from a Guinness representative 
certifying the omelette as the largest ever prepared. He said it will 
be the 1988 edition of the record book. Before certifying the 
omelette, Guinness investigated a British claim, be said. Tbe 
claim was discounted when it turned out to involve a “French- 
style” omelette, which is stirred rather than flipped. Spanish 
omelettes, known locally as “tortillas, ” consist of a base of sliced 
fried potatoes with beaten eggs poured over them and are flipped 
during cooking. 

Rare medical condition causes unruly hair 

CHICAGO (AP) — A rare, apparently inherited disorder gives 
some children's hair the appearance of spun glass and makes 


combing an impossible task, a researcher says. “The hair is 
unmanageable and flies all over the place. It’s very upsetting to 
mothers because they can’t comb the kid’s hair,” said Dr. Robert 
G. Crounse, associate dean for the baric sciences at East Carionia 
University School of Medicine in Greenville, North Carolina The 
cause of the syndrome, “spun silk hair,” which affects both male 
and female children, is uot yet known. Dr. Crounse said. The 
incidence is also unknown, fait “probably not more than a few 
dozen cases exist in the United States,” he said. Only the hair on 
the child's head is affected. “The child’s hair resembles the 
frizzies his mother may have gotten from a bad permanent. Only 
there hasn’t been any permanent,” said Dr. Crounse, author of 
(me of two articles on the rare disorder in the August issue of 
Archives of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine. “This is a 
curiosity, a very impressive condition," said Dr. Allan Lorincz, 
professor and head of the section of dermatology of the 
University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine . Thechfldren’s 
han is very straight and sticks out in all directions. “It looks like 
the most wild kind of hairdo,” Dr. Lorincz said. “You can’t comb 
it down. It just bounces back into that self-determined style." 

Village wins appeal in contested will case 

CINCINNATI, Ohio (AP) — A Greek village is the rightful heir 
to most of the fortune left by a Greek millionaire who lived 
ttugaflym Qnannati before he died, a state appeals court has 
Lst Ohio District Court of Appeals upheld a jury's 
Mexiates, a village north of Atiiehs, 
should get most of the fortune left by Steven Zonas, a native of 
the village. Zonas came to Cincinnati in the early 1900s. Those 
who knew him say he didn't spend much money, wore tattered 
suit jackets and lived in a SlOO-a-month hotel room. He owned a 
small restaurant for a time and later washed dishes and cooked 

5? Ie * ft rt ncariy 51,6 ™^ ion “* when he died 
m 1980 at age jff. Attorneys say dividends and interest put his 

2 t ^5L3 t . m ° re ^an $2 million. A jury in a county probateraurt 
decided fast year tot a will purportedly rigned^Zonas in 
Chicago a month before fas death was a forgery. That document 
named Ernie Bofand, a former manager of a restaurant where 
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